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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1HE  re-publication  of  fugitive  Effays, 
which  have  appeared  in  the  diurnal  prints, 
though  too  frequently  done  to  gratify  the 
vanity  of  their  authors,  may  yet,  on  fome 
occafions,  be  not  unufeful  to  the  Public. 
Some  very  fplendid  productions  have,  in 
this  form,  firft  made  their  appearance  ;  and, 
even  where  no  merit  is  to  be  claimed  from 
the  compofition,  ftill  they  may  afford  a  faith- 
ful picture  of  the  politics  of  the  day  ;  and, 
being  written  on  the  urgency  of  the  occafion, 
they  fometimes  convey  the  fentiments  of  the 
author  in  more  lively  colours  than  writings 
compofed  at  a  fubfequent  period,  more  at  lei- 
lure,  and  with  deeper  reflection. 

The  Letters  now  prefented  to  the  Pub- 
lic may,  perhaps,  be  found  not  quite  out  of 
feafon, tince  they  in  part  depict  the  fpirit  and 
character  of  thofe  factions,  fo  long  difcordant, 
but  who  appear  recently  to  have  united  up- 
on the  facrifice  of  every  political  principle  and 
almoft  of  every  moral  fentiment,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  feizing,  by  violence,  upon  the 
offices  and  emoluments  of  the  State — for 
the  profligate  and  flagitious  purpofe  of  forc- 
ing an  odious  jidminift  ration  on  one  of  the 
best  of  Sovereigns  that  ever  adorned  the 
Britifli  throne. 

If  any  thing  could  render  more  deteft- 
able  than  common  fuch  an  attempt,  it 
is  the  circumftances  in  which  both  the  Monarch 
and  the  Nation  are  placed  at  this  crijis,  Thefe 
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circumftances  it  is  unnecefTary  to  repeat — 
they  are  impreiTed  on  the  mind  and  feelings 
of  every  Englishman.  The  People,  not  lefs 
than  the  King,  muft  feel  the  dif grace,  the 
infult  of  being  bargained  for  and  transferred 
as  a  herd  of  cattle  at  a  market  or  a  fair, 
and  they  will  doubtlefs  refill,  as  they  have 
on  former  occafions,  every  fuch  attempt. 
While  the  juft  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to 
nominate,  without  controul,  its  confidential 
fervants,  is  ftrictly  regarded,  let  the  princi- 
ples of  the  ,Briti(h  constitution  be  held  in 
view  in  another  refpect-— let  us  have  refpon- 
fible  minijlers  ;  and  not  a  felf  nominated  Vene- 
tian oligarchy,  a  committee  of  public  fafety, 
who  at  once  duped  the  pretended  Legifla- 
ture  of  France,  and  ufurped  its  functions. 

On  the  charaHers  compofing  this  motley 
faction,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  enlarge  in  a 
future  publication.  In  the  mean  time,  few 
men  of  reflection  will  find  them  fuch  as  are 
entitled  to  much  refpecl.  Of  the  prefent 
Miniftry,  it  is  enough  to  fay,  that  while 
their  integrity  Rands  completely  unimneach- 
ed,  we  have  the  moRfubfiantia/  proof  of  their 
talents,  in  the  proud  and  commanding  atti- 
tude which  the  nation,  under  their  direction, 
is  enabled  to  affume  ;  and  it  is  no  mean  com- 
mendation that,  by  a  wife  and  judicious  fyf- 
tern  of  conducl,  feconded  by  the  confidence 
and  fpirit  of  the  country,  they  have  hitherto 
rendered  abortive  the  formidable  defigns  orV 
an  enemy  who  has  infolently  trampled  on 
the  reft  of  Europe. 
London,  13th  of  March,  1804. 
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LETTER  I. 
TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES. 


SIR, 


▼V  HEN  the  deliberations  of  two  great  and  ref- 
pe&able  legiflative  AfTemblies  are,  by  the  efforts 
of  a  faction,  diverted  from  the  public  fervice  to 
the  pUrpofes  of  Party;  when  that  purpofe  is  evi- 
dently, and  almoft  avowedly,  to  drive  from  their 
official  iituations  men  pofTefiing  the  confidence  of 
their  Sovereign,  and  the  affections  of  the  People, 
that  their  opponents  may  enjoy,  and,  perhaps, 
abufe,  the  power  and  the  emoluments  of  the  State ; 
it  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  People  to  confi- 
der  well  the  conduct  of  their  Minifters  and  the 
claims  of  Oppoiition.  And  it  is  not  only  the  duty, 
but  the  intereft  of  the  People,  to  inform  themfelves 
fully  on  fo  important  a  fubjecl:;  left,  by  joining 
too  haflily  in  an  unfounded  clamour,  they  fan&ion 
a  change  which  they  may  afterwards  repent;  forge 
for  themfelves  chains  which  it  may  be  cumberfome 
to  wear;  and  accumulate  burthens  which  they 
may  be  unable  to  endure. 

For  the  rude  and  illiberal  attack  which  has  beer* 
lately  made  upon  Minifters,  fome  pains  had  been 
taken  to  prepare  the  public  mind.  We  had  been  pre- 
fented  with  almoft  daily  paragraphs  in  newfpapers, 
charging  them,  without  evidence,  without  a  fingle 
fa&  in  proof  of  the  affertion,  with  incompetence 
and  incapacity.  Thefe  paragraphs  I  read  with  in- 
difference, as  the  productions  of  fome  obfcure  and 
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illiterate  scribblers.  I  remembered  that  fuch  were 
the  conftant  charges  urged  againft  Lord  North's 
and  Mr.  Pitt's  Adminiflrations.  They  ferve  to 
fill  a  column,  and  they  require  no  effort,  either 
oS.  genius,  or  of  induftry;  for  they  are  unfupported 
by  proof,  and  are  generally  made,  on  all  occafions, 
in  the  fame  words.  Something,  indeed,  of  a  fimi- 
lar  kind  had  been  uttered  by  a  Noble  Lord,  on 
their  firft  acceffion  to  office;  but  as  commenda- 
tion is  greateft  when  it  proceeds  from  a  perfon 
who  is  in  himfelf  commendable,  fo  there  are  fome 
perfons  whofe  cenfure  is  innocent.  The  words 
feemed  to  have  been,  forgotten,  almoft  before  the 
fentence  was  concluded. 

I  cannot,  however,  but  efteem  it  a  moft  fortunate 
circumftance  for  Minifters,  that  the  disjefta  mem- 
bra of  thefe  fugitive  paragraphs,  were  moulded  at 
length  into  fometbing  like  a  form,  by  the  genius  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  and  Mr.  Patten.  It  was 
ftill  more  fortunate  that  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fubftantiate  them  by  argument*  Let  us,  then,  hear 
the  charge,  and  we  fliall  foon  be  a  We  to  go  through 
the  evidence ;  for  the  heart  and  feelings  of  every 
man  among  us  will  at  once  fuggef!  a  refutation. 

The  fuhftance  of  the  charge  urged  againft  Minif- 
ters in  bothHoufes  of  Parliament  in  the  late  debates* 
may  be  reduced  to  this — "  That  to  obtain  peace 
they  made  facrifices;  and  that  to  maintain  it,  they 
overlooked  aggreffions."  Happy  the  Minifter  to 
whom  fuch  conduct  as  this  is  imputed  as  a  crime  I 
Yes;  God  and  the  People  will  acquit  Mr.  Ad- 
BiNGTON,for  having  laboured  to  flop  theeffufion 
of  blood,  the  expenditure  of  treafure,  wrung  from 
the  hard  hands  of  his  induftrious  countrymen 
Should  the  raodefty  of  Mr,  Addition  ever  per- 
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mit  a  ftatue  to  be  erecled  to  his  fame,  I 
fhall  recommend,  as  an  infcription,  the  fubftance 
of  thefe  hoftile  motions — "  To  the  Minister 

WHO  RESTORED  PEACE  tO  HIS  COUNTRY,  and 
LABOURED,  AGAINST  EVERY  OBSTACLE,  TO  PRE- 
SERVE  IT." 

But,  as  the  debate  took  fomewhat  of  a  wider 
range,  let  us  enquire  from  their  conduct  on  what 
foundation  refts  this  weighty  charge  of  the  incom- 
petency of  Minifters.  Their  predeceffors  had 
abandoned  their  official  fituations,  in  a  crifis  the 
moll  perilous  to  the  country  that  we  ever  have  wit- 
nefled.  England  was  left  to  ftand  alone  in  a  moft 
difaftrous  conteft,  without  a  fingle  Ally.  Egypt* 
the  key  of  our  Eaftern  dominion,  was  in  the 
poffeffion  of  a  moft  formidable  enemy.  The 
Northern  Powers  were  united  in  a  confederacy, 
which  threatened  the  extinction  of  our  commerce, 
and  the  ruin  of  our  maritime  fupremacy.  Ireland, 
whofe  plains  yet  fmoked  with  the  blood  which  had 
been  (hed  in  a  defperate  rebellion,  was  exafpe- 
rated  by  new  complaints ;  the  Ariftocracy  difliked 
the  Union ;  the  populace  were  excited  by  the  im- 
prudent revival  of  the  Catholic  queftion.  Every 
expedition  we  had  fitted  out  to  annoy  the  enemy 
had  failed,  from  Quiberon  and  the  Helder,  down 
to  Cadiz  and  Ferrol. 

If,then,Mr.ADDiNGTON  wasnotatt;z/(fand^/(f 
Minifter,  he  was  certainly  the  moft  fortunate  that 
ever  held  the  reins  of  Government ;  and  Cicero 
accounts  good  fortune  as  one  of  the  firft  qualities  in 
a  General.  He  and  his  colleagues  were  fcarcely 
feated  in  their  refpective  offices,  before  the  affairs 
of  the  country  began  to  affume  a  different  afpeft. 
The  formidable  confederacy  which  threatened  our 
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^exiftenee  was  broken ;  the  Powers  of  the  North 
were  not  merely  brought  to  reafon,  they  were 
bound  in  amity  by  the  good  conduct  of  our  Go- 
vernment. The  enemy  was  expelled  from  Egypt ; 
and  the  people  of  Ireland  were  reconciled  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  meafures  of  Government.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  faid,  that  the  Egyptian  Expedi- 
tion, &c.  had  been  planned  by  the  former  Admk 
niflration.  They  were,  however,  executed  by  the 
prefent;  and  whoever  has  ftudied  hiftory,  muft 
know,  that  in  political  affairs,  fuccefs  generally  de- 
pends lefs  upon  the  plan,  than  the  mode  of  its  exe- 
cution. 

Whatever  opinion  might  be  entertained  by  fuch 
men  as  Mr.  Patten  and  Lord  Temple  of  the 
capacity  of  Minifters,  fuch  was  not  the  opinion 
entertained  of  them  by  Foreign  Powers.  They 
were  refpecled  and  feared  by  the  First  Consul 
himfelf,  who,  whatever  may  have  been  his  crimes, 
is  not  wanting  in  difcernmcnt.  The  overture  of 
Lord  Hawkesbury  was  received, in  a  very  diffe- 
rent manner  from  our  Ambaffador  at  Lifle.  The 
Peace  which  was  concluded  by  them  was,  I  aver,  as 
good  a  Peace  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  In  the 
relative  iituation  of  the  two  countries,  we  could 
not  hope  to  retain  the  whole  of  our  conquefts :  we 
never  could  do  fo,  even  when  the  country  was  in 
the  moft  profperous  circumftances,  neither  at  the 
Peace  of  Utrecht,  nor  at  the  Peace  of  1,763.  But 
if  the  Miniftry  had  even  entertained  fo  irrational 
an  expectation,  there  was  one  bar  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  furmount.  The  project  of  Lifle  had 
defined  and  limited  the  demands  of  England.  That 
we  obtained  better  terms  than  that  project  contain- 
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ed,  is  a  matter  of  furprife,  and  certainly  ought  to 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  Minifters. 

It  was  not  in  human  forefight  to  difcover,  that 
a  Treaty,  concluded  with  apparent  good  faith  on 
both  fides,  and  fo  agreeable  to  the  interefts  and 
inclinations  of  both  nations,  was  fo  foon  to  be  vio- 
lated. I  will  go  further,  and  I  will  confidently 
pronounce  my  belief,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty, 
the  First  Consul  was  fincere  in  his  profeffions 
and  intentions  of  maintaining  it,  Ambition,  like 
every  other  human  paffion,  is  fubje&to  the  allure- 
ments of  temptation.  He  faw  not  at  the  time  the 
circumftances  that  would  arile  to  allure  him  from 
the  line  of  his  duty ;  but  temptations  prefented 
themfelves,  and  he  found  himfelf  unable  to  refift. 

One  evident  advantage  arifing  from  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  was  well  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Fox,  in 
one  of  his  fpeeches  in  the  beginning  of  the  Seffion. 
He  faid,  he  rejoiced  that  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
had  been  concluded,  becaufe  it  gave  a  decided 
afTurance  to  Europe  and  this  country  of  the  pacific 
difpofition  of  his  Majefty's  Government;  and  I 
think  it  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
his  late  fpeech,  who  remarked,  that  to  this  we  were 
indebted  for  that  unanimity  which  at  prefent  per- 
vaded every  clafs  of  the  people.  Of  this,  indeed, 
I  am  certain,  that  the  People  of  England  will  truft 
no  Party  who  evince  an  ungovernable  appetite  for 
war ;  though  they  will  cheerfully  fupport  a  Minis- 
try which  has  proved  its  love  of  peace,  when  forced 
into  hoftility  by  the  aggreffion  of  the  enemy. 

The  interval  of  peace  was  employed  by  the  Mi- 
niftry  to  the  very  beft  advantage,  in  wife  and  pru- 
dent financial  regulations;  in  improving  our  com- 
merce ;  and  in  revifing  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  cuf- 
B  3  toms, 
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toms,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafy  to  the  merchant  and 
beneficial  to  the  public.  A  tax  which  was  odious, 
becaufe  it  was  partial,  and  grievoufly  oppreffive 
and  burthenfome  to  individuals,  while  it  was  com- 
paratively unproductive  to  the  State,  was  aban- 
doned ;  and  the  exifting  taxes,  by  diftributing  them 
more  equally,  and  adopting  wife  meafures  for  their 
more  effectual  affeffment  and  collection,  were  ren- 
dered more  productive  by  almoft  a  third.  Such 
arrangements  as  thefe  are  no  proofs  of  incapacity 
or  negligence ;  nor  will  Great  Britain  have  caufe 
to  repent  that  fhe  has  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer who  is  a  good  arithmetician. 

In  the  late  Negociation  I  cannot  difcover  the 
flighted  marks  of  weaknefs  or  incompetence  on 
the  part  of  Minifters.  I  fee  much  caution  and 
forbearance  j  an  anxious  defire  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  and  all  the  calamities  of  war  ; — I 
fee  a  moft  happy  union  of  moderation  and  dignity; 
I  fee  vigour  without  arrogance,  and  prudence 
without  timidity.  In  the  papers  laid  before  Par- 
liament, I  will  defy  any  man  to  point  out  a  fingle 
conceffion  which  involves  the  dignity  of  the  Coun- 
try or  the  Government;  a  fingle  paffage  incon- 
fiftent  with  that  fpirit  and  magnanimity  which  it  is 
our  boaft  to  maintain.  In  a  word,  they  form  a 
collection  of  State  Papers,  which  any  real  Eng- 
lishman may  read  with  pleafure  and  with  pride. 

In  a  future  letter  I  fhall  enter  more  fully  into 
the  characters  of  the  Minifters,  and  the  claims  of 
their  opponents ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  remain, 
Sik, 

Yours,  Sec. 

June*,  1803.  VALERIUS, 
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LETTER  II. 
TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES, 

SIR, 

IN  applying  the  epithets  rude  and  illiheral  to 
the  late  attack  upon  Minifters  (I  ought  to  fpeak 
in  the  plural,  if  we  include  the  paragraphs  in  the 
Papers,  and  have  a  regard  to  the  quarter  from 
which  they  proceeded),  I  would  not  wifh  to  be 
mifunderftood.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  the 
refponfibility  of  Minifters,  or  the  facred  right 
which  is  veiled  in  Parliament,  at  all  times, 
ftri&ly  to  inveftigate  their  conduct,  to  petition 
for  their  removal,  to  impeach  them  if  neceflary. 
This  is  one  of  the  grand  bulwarks  of  our  Confti- 
tution — I  had  almoft  called  it  the  palladium  of 
our  liberties.  It  is  the  manner  in  which  that 
right  has  been  exercifed,  of  which  I  complain  ; 
a  manner  which  I  believe  is  almoft  unprecedented, 
and  certainly  little  confiftent  with  the  forms  of  our 
Conftitution  in  other  refpe&s.  The  humane  and 
liberal  fpirit  of  the  Laws  of  England,  prefumes 
every  man,  even  the  vileft  of  wretches,  innocent, 
till  he  is  proved  to  be  guilty,  on  fair  and  compe- 
tent evidence.  Not  to  fpeak,  then,  of  the  defama- 
tion in  the  public  papers,  I  fay,  that  refolutions 
moved  in  Parliament,  direclly  cenfuring  Minifters 
for  incapacity  and  incompetence,  without  pre- 
vioufly  ftating  the  evidence  on  which  fuch  a  charge 
was  founded,  was  a  molt  illiberal,  bafe,  and  in- 
fidious  mode  of  attack,  and  fuch  as  ought  to  be, 
and  will  be,  refented  by  a  generous  nation.  The 
regular,  the  accuftomedprocefs,  would  have  been, 
a  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry.  When,  in 
B  5  that 
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that  Committee,  the  proofs  of  incompetence, 
had  been  fubftantiated,  a  refolution  of  cenfure 
would  have  properly  fucceeded.  But  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  in  this  inftance,  marks  well  the 
violent  fpirit  of  the  party  by  whom  it  was  fup- 
ported;  and  I  hope  it  will  induce  the  nation  n  to 
have  an  eye  upon  them." 

I  am  happy  that  the  motion  was  met  as  it 
deferved  ;  I  am  happy  that  the  Minifters 
had  the  fpirit  to  call  for  a  direct  decifion,  and 
the  difcernment  to  avoid  the  infidious  fnare 
that  was  laid  for  them,  when  it  was  propofed  to 
fhelter  them  under  a  fallacious  fubterfuge.  Had 
they  acled  otherwife,  this  pen  would  never  have 
been  drawn  in  their  defence.  As  it  was,  the  night 
of  the  3d  of  June  was  a  glorious  night  for  Mr. 
Addington  and  his  colleagues.  Every  argu- 
ment of  their  adverfaries  proved  the  fallacy  of  the 
flatements  contained  in  the  refolutions;  and  they 
rofe  higher  in  the  eflimation  of  the  public  by  the 
attempt  to  deprefs  them.  Yes !  the  Miniftcr  was 
found  guilty,  before  God  and  his  Country,  of  being 
the  uniform  advocate  for  Peace,  the  friend  of  hu- 
man kind!  He  was  convicted  of  caution,  of  for- 
bearance, of  an  anxious  folicitude,  that  the  blood 
andtreafure  of  his  Country  mould  not  be  wantonly 
or  profufely  expended.  It  was  proved  even  more 
forcibly  by  the  accufations  of  his  enemies  than  by 
the  arguments  of  his  friends,thatthe  conteft  in  which 
we  are  unhappily  involved  was  forced  upon  us  ; 
and  that  to  avoid  it,  every  meafure  of  conciliation 
was  tried  in  vain.  If  any  fingle  circumftance  could 
have  occurred  to  render  the  nation  ftill  more 
united  in  its  refolve  to  oppofe  the  aggreflion  of 
v  the  enemy  than  they  were  before,  it  was  this ;  and 
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it  muft  unite  them  further  in  the  conviction,  that 
the  Minifterwho  has  evinced  this  tender,  this  anx- 
ious folicitude  for  all  their  deareft  interelts,  is  the 
only  man  in  whofe  hands  thofe  interells  can  be 
fafely  trufted. 

The  debate  had  another  effect,  not  lefs  happy 
for  Minifters.  It  faid  for  them,  what  they  could 
not  fay  for  themfelves.  It  gave  occafion  for  the 
difplay  of  what  their  merits  and  abilities  had  been, 
both  in  the  conduct  of  a  War,  and  in  the  effecting 
of  a  Peace.  It  fhewed,  that  at  their  accefjion  to 
office,  the  Country  was  in  a  ftate  of  difficulty  and 
of  peril  unexampled  within  our  memory.  The 
merit  and  the  ability  of  Minifters  in  diffolving  at 
once  the.  formidable  confederacy  of  the  North, 
has  never  been  juftly  appreciated,  becaufe  it  has 
been  but  imperfectly  known.  It  will  be  my  talk 
one  day  or  other  to  bring  it  before  the  public,  who 
will  then  know,  from  afingle  inftance,  whether  they 
are  to  believe  or  not  the  aflertions  of  Colonel  Pat- 
ten, and  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  of  Lord 
Temple,  and  of  Mr.  Canning,  and  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Pee  le,  that  they  are  in  the  hands  of  incom- 
petent Minifters  ! 

I  have  faid  in  my  former  letter,  that  if  Mr.  Ad- 
din  gton  was  not  an  able  Statefman,  he  was  cer- 
tainly the  moft  fortunate  of  Minifters.  But  when 
a  feries  of  fuccefs  is  attributed  to  good  fortune 
alone,  it  is  evident  that  men  look  to  events,  and  not 
to  caufes;  and  the  Roman  orator,  when,  in  the 
paftage  I  alluded  to,  he  recommends  a  fortunate 
General  to  his  country,  certainly  does  not  ufe  the 
word  in  the  vulgar  fenfe,  but  would  imply  that 
there  is  fomething  in  the  habits,  conduct,  and  fore- 
light  of  the  man,  which  can  command  even  For- 
tune 
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tune  herfelf.  It  is  certainly  fome thing  extraor- 
dinary,  that  all  the  military  projects  of  his  prede- 
ceffors  mould  have  been  attended  with  difappoint- 
ment  and  difgrace — that  in  the  hands  of  Mr,  Ad- 
din  gton  and  his  colleagues  all  mould  have  been 
fuccefsful; — and  yet,  indignant  reader,  thefe  were 
the  men  of  unrivalled  talents,  and  Mr.  Adding- 
ton  is  an  incompetent  Minifter ! 

In  politics  there  is  no  paradox  which  may  not 
be  explained,  becaufe  there  every  thing  depends 
upon  a  knowledge  of  facts ;  and  perhaps  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  a  little  obfervation  will  enable  us 
to  unravel  the  difficulty.  It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  have  touched  upon  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  former  Miniftry,  but  the  turn  of  the  debate 
to  which  I  allude,  obliges  me  to  it.  I  fhall,  how- 
ever, for  the  prefent,  touch  it  with  as  light  a  hand 
as  poflible.  The  fuccefs  of  political  meafures  de- 
pends not  merely  on  the  talents,  but  on  the  tem- 
per, habits,  and  difpofitions  of  thofe  who  plan  and 
direcl  them.  The  fplendid  and  the  brilliant  are 
not  the  only  talents  which  are  neceifary  for  a  great 
political  character.  They  may  jfhine  in  debate, 
but  they  will  fometimes  miflead  in  aclion.  In  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  life,  the  ufeful  is  indeed  not 
always  the  moft  dazzling.  Cool  judgment,  pene- 
tration, diligence,  activity,  are  the  ufeful  qualifi- 
cations of  a  Statefman  ;  they  were  the  chara&erif- 
ticsof  a  Ximenes,  a  Sully,  a  Richelieu,  a  De 
Wit,  and  a  Walpole.  I  fhall  not  imitate  that 
want  of  candour  which  I  condemn  in  others.  I  am 
willing  to  allow  in  the  utmoft  extent,  that  the  ta- 
lents of  fome  who  compofed  part  of  the  late  Ad- 
rniniftration  were  brilliant — in  parliamentary  de- 
bate unrivalled:  but  they  wanted  that  coolnefs, 
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fobriety,  fteadinefs— that  conciliatory  temper, 
which  form  the  eflential  adjuncts  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  accomplifhed  Statefman.  They 
were  above  advice,  and  too  confident  in  their 
own  opinons  to  wait  for  that  neceflary  informa- 
tion which  mould  precede  the  adoption  of 
any  bold  or  important  meafure :  they  had  not 
learned,  moreover,  the  art  or  arts  for  a  Minifter — 
that  of  keeping  a  fecret.  Hence,  plans  of  the  ut- 
moft  moment  were  haftily  adopted,  and  as  haftily 
abandoned ;  the  enemy  was  in  poffeflion  of  all 
their  intended  meafures,  and  prepared  to  defeat 
them.  Hence,  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  dif- 
gufted,  and  the  parties  at  home  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
irritation.  In  the  prefent  Miniftry,  firmnefs  is 
united  with  candour;  while,  fteady  to  their  pur- 
pofe,  they  are  mild  and  conciliatory  in  their  man- 
ner of  enforcing  it.  They  are  manly,  frank  and 
open,  on  every  fubjecl;,  where  the  interefts  of  the 
State,  and  the  principles  of  honour,  will  admit  it; 
they  have,  at  the  fame  time,  the  prudence  to  keep 
cautioufly  from  the  public  view  what  ought  not  to 
be  expofed.  Had  the  former  Administration  been 
guided  by  fuch  principles,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  we  might  have  had  Peace  before  we  obtained 
it ;  and  we  might,  perhaps,  have  had  it  on  more 
advantageous  terms. 

That  the  Peace  of  Amiens  fhould  not  prove  a 
lafting  Peace,  was  what  no  politician  that  ever 
existed  could  poffibly  have  forefeen.  It  depended 
upon  the  vacillations  of  fentiment  in  a  molt  extra- 
ordinary character;  a  character  not  lefs  remarkable 
for  the  capricioufnefs  of  his  humour,  and  the  ec- 
centricity of  his  paffions,  than  for  his  great  abili- 
ties.    Whoever  contemplates  with  an  obferving 
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eye,  the  conducl  of  the  First  Consul  towards  the 
Britifh,  and  fince  that  (if  the  report  be  true)  to- 
wards the  Ruffian  Ambaffador,  cannot  be  furprifed 
that  the  fame  man  mould  at  one  period  be  defirtous 
of  Peace,  and  at  another  equally  defirous  of  its 
violation.  Every  interell  of  France,  every  per- 
fonal  intereft,  mould  have  induced  him  to  preferve 
Peace  with  England.  This  was  all  for  which  hu- 
man forefight  could  provide  :  and  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  Minifters  to  pledge  themfelves,  that  a  cha- 
racter, which  is  fo  manifeftly  under  the  guidance 
of  the  moft  violent  of  paffions,  mould  uniformly 
a&  under  the  influence  of  reafonand  virtue. 

Yet,  what  have  we  loft  by  the  Peace  ?  Our  re- 
fources  are  not  diminifhed;  the  energy  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people  are  increafed,  in  a  tenfold 
proportion.  All  parties,  except  the  few  infulated 
individuals  who  are  panting  for  office,  areunited^ 
and  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  is  a  as  one  man." 

June  pb,  1803.  Jr  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER     III. 
TO  THE  EDITOR  QF  THE  TIMES. 


SIR, 


IN  the  prefent  wavering  and  unfettled  ftate  of 
Parties,   it    is  not    furprifing    that  new   fubje&s 
fhould  almoft  daily  arife  to  divert  my  attention 
from  that  which  was  the   firft  object  of  my  cor- 
refpondence  with  you.     The  adverfaries  of  Mi- 
niftry,  to  whom  I  am  willing  to  allow  fome  degree 
of  talent — that  which  accomplices  an  Old  Bailey 
Solicitor — are  continually  fhifting  their  ground* 
With  the  activity  of  the  French  taftics,  which  they 
pretend  to  difavow,  when  forced  to  abandon  one 
ftation,  they  retreat  to  another ;  and  when  beaten 
from  the  glacis,  take  (belter  in  the  covered  way. 
When  the  principle  on  which  they  firft  incul- 
pated Minifters,-r?-that  of  not  having  entered  into 
war  upon  the  firft 'opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf 
for  a  quarrel — was  no   longer  tenable  ; .  when  it 
was  found   that  the   People  and  Parliament   of 
England  would  not  liften  to  thofe  violent  and  ar- 
rogant counfels,  that  would  plunge  the  nation  into 
hoftilities,  without  any  rational  ground  of  difpute, 
a  new  doctrine  was  broached.    New,  perhaps,  I 
ought  not  to  call  it,  fince  it  coincided,  in  a  great 
meafure,  with  the  pompous  and  arrogant  ftyle  of 
the  Grenville  Adminiftration ;  a  ftyle,  the  in- 
dulgence of    which  coft  this   nation  oceans  of 
blood,  and  millions   of  treafure.     The  doclrine 
is  fomewhat  metaphyseal,  not  level  to  the  plain 
fenfe   and   undebauched  underftandings    of   the 
People  of  England ;  and  I  perceive  the  advocates 
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of  Oppofition  find  that  the  fpeeches  of  their  lead- 
ers ftand  in  need  of  a  comment  to  make  them  un- 
derftood. 

Since  the  People  and  Parliament  of  England 
have  unequivocally  declared  their  defire  of  Peace, 
and  their  diflike  of  War,  it  is  now  pretended  that 
"  the  conduft  of  Minifters,  in  not  remonftrating 
againft  the  aggreflions  and  infults  of  France,  as 
they  took  place,  was  calculated  to  lead  to  War 
atlaft;  whereas,  had  they  afted  with  vigour,  an 
appeal  to  arms  might  have  been  unneceffary.' * 
Unfortunately  for  this  propofition,  it  is  (like  their 
former)  not  true  in  any  of  its  parts ;  and  it  is  pro- 
duced, either  in  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be  under- 
flood  (as  the  fpeech  of  the  Noble  Lord  who  in- 
troduced the  doclrine  by  their  own  confeflion  was 
not),  or  on  the  prefumption  that  we  have  not  read 
the  papers  which  were  laid  before  Parliament.  It 
is  not  true^  that  arty  one  of  the  aggreflions  or  in- 
fults of  France  towards  this  country,  was  paffed 
over  without  remonftrance — without  ftrong,  dig- 
nified, fpirited  remonftrance.  That  Minifters  did 
notdifgrace  themfelves  by  the  ufe  of  indecent  and 
opprobrious  language,  fuch  as  we  have  feen  (but 
never  till  thefe  latter  days)  in  other  State  Papers, 
may  be  true  ;  but  the  language  which  they  em- 
ployed produced  in  fome  inftances  redrefs,  in  all 
apology.  Even  the  report  of  Sebastiani  was 
difavowed,  and  was  excufed,  upon  the  remon- 
ftrance of  the  Minifters.  But  the  defigns  of 
France  became  then  too  apparent,  and  Adminiftra- 
tion  found  it  neceflary  to  require  fomething  more 
than  the  pledge  of  words  and  of  aflurances — to 

require 

•  See  the  commentary  on  Lord  Grenville's  Speech  of  Mon« 
&y,  in  that  luminous  print  the  Morning  Chronicle, 


require  a  fubftantial  pledge — and  that  pledge  was 
the  pofleffion  of  Malta. 

1  am  ready  to  grant,  that  the  dexterity  of  Lord 
Grenville,  who  feems  to  take  pride  in  appro- 
priating to  himfelf  the  character  under  which  Mr. 
Burke  delineated  the  Revolutionifts  of  France, 
an  architect  of  ruin;  that  dexterity,  which  fabri- 
cated the  coarfe  and  vulgar  replies  to  the  pacific 
overtures  of  Le  Brun  and  of  Bonaparte,  at  a 
time  when  the  pride  of  France  was  humbled,  and 
when  the  infecure  tenure  of  a  newly  eftablifhed 
Government  might  have  infured  us  the  moil  ad- 
vantageous terms  ;  that  dexterity,  which  confifts 
only  in  blowing  the  paffions  of  rival  nations  in- 
to a  flame,  would,  have  employed  very  diffe- 
ferent  language.  But  fhall  I,  for  this,  confider 
Lord  Grenville  as  a  ftatefman  ?  I  never  did; 
I  never  could  confider  him  in  that  light.  I  never 
could  read  one  of  his  difpatches,  or  hear  one 
of  his  fpeeches,  without  being  involuntarily  re- 
minded of  a  character  in  Johnson*.  Such 
ftatefmen  as  Lord  Grenville  never  could  give 
us  peace;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  his  admi- 
niftration,  never  could  conduct  a  war  to  any  happy 
conclufion.  As  a  good  fubjecl  to  his  Majesty, 
as  a  friend  to  my  Country,  I  never  wifh  to  fee 
fuch  jiatefmen  employed;  ftatefmen  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  politenefs,  with  the  decencies 
of  diplomatic  intercourfe.  Thefe  are  the  incom- 
petent ftatefmen,  who  would  only  excite  the  ridi- 
cule of  thofe  who  really  deferved  the  name. 

I  muft  again  repeat  it,  the  character  of  a  ftatef- 
man does  not  confift  in  the  power  of  pronouncing 
long,  pompous,  and  inane  declamations  in  Parlia- 
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rnent,  or  in  figning  haughty  and  difgufting  Want- 
felloes.  It  confilts  in  a  mind  that  calculates  be- 
fore it  proceeds  to  aftion  (and  words  are  actions 
when  they  pafs  between  contending  Courts);  in  a 
mind  firm  to  its  purpofe,  but  moderate  and  gentle 
in  its  means— -fuaviter  in  modo,  fortiter  in  re — a 
trite  adage,  but  not  the  lefs  true  for  that;  in  a  mind 
that  does  not  confider  the  interefts  of  nations  as  a 
tennis-ball  to  be  played  with  upon  every  occafion  ; 
that  will  not  commit  the  welfare  of  a  country  on  a 
fingle  angry  expreffion,  or  perhaps  on  an  inad- 
vertent breach  of  decorum.  In  private  life,  thole 
are  the  wifeft,  as  well  as  the  bed  of  men,  who  have 
learned  to  controul  the  irafcible  paffions  ;  the  mo- 
derate man  is  refpe&ed  in  all  the  walks  oflife;  he 
is  feared  becaufe  he  is  moderate,  and  becaufe  it  is 
known  that  what  he  fpeaks  he  will  aft;  but  the 
bully  is  defpifed,  not  lefs  in  a  public  than  a  pri- 
vate capacity. 

If  the  new  diplomatic  doclrine  be  true,  either 
ftatefmen  are  to  threaten  what  they  do  not  mean 
to  do;  or  (which  I  take  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
paradox,  for  fuch  it  (till  remains,  notwithstanding 
the  fage  commentary  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,) 
"  to  avoid  hoftilities,  wTe  are  to  rum  precipitately 
into  them."  But  this  is  correfpondent  to  all  the 
reafoning  of  the  Party;  and  to  fuch  men  we  are 
not  furprifed  that  our  prefent  Miniflers  appear  in- 
competent. 

From  fuch  crude  politics  as  thefe,  every  intelli- 
gent perfon,  every  man  converfant  in  hiftory,  will 
turn  with  difguft.  The  more  he  reads  the  papers 
fubmitted  to  Parliament,  the  more  caufe  he  will 
find  to  applaud  the  wife,  the  liberal,  the  frank,  the 
truly  English  fpirit  manifefted  on  this  occafion 
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by  our  Miniftry.  He  will  find  there,  no  intrigue, 
no  fubterfuge,  no  evafion  of  any  queftion.  He 
will  find  every  aft:  of  aggreffion  remonftrated  againft 
in  manly,  but  decent  language;  every  reafonable 
bar  to  reconciliation  removed,  and  the  matter  in 
difpute  at  length  fairly  brought  to  an  ifilie. 

If  Mr.  Fox  continues  to  think  (and  his  fpeech 
on  Tuefday  at  the  Whig  Club  profefTes  the  fame 
fentiments  as  are  contained  in  his  fpeech  in  Parlia- 
ment) that  Minifters  have  afted  with  too  much  vi- 
gour; and  if  Lord  Grenville  and  Earl  Fitz- 
william  think  they  have  afted  with  too  little,  how 
fhall  we  reconcile  the  difcordant  opinions  of  thefe 
politicians  ?  I  believe,  Sir,  the  public  opinion  will 
be  found  to  be  founder  and  more  rational  than 
either.  That  opinion  is,  or  I  am  much  deceived, 
that  Minifters  have  preferved  a  happy  medium  be- 
tween the  two  extremes ;  that  they  have  conced- 
ed as  far  as  they  ought;  that  they  have  reluftantly 
unmeathed  the  {'word,  but  they  have  unfheathed  it 
with  dignity. 

JuneZtb,  1803.  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES. 
srR, 

TO  a  liberal  mind  it  will  always  afford  more 
fincere  fatisfaclion  to  do  juftice  to  merit,  than  to 
refute  or  expofe  impofture  or  error.  I  haften, 
therefore,  with  fome  pleafure,  to  fulfil  that  part  of 
my  engagement  to  you  and  the  public,  which  pro- 
mifed  a  free  but  liberal  enquiry  into  the  character 
and  competence  of  Minifters.  I  muft,  however, 
premife,  that  I  am  raoft  cordially  agreed  with  the 
mod  ftrenuous  opponent  of  Administration,  in  the 
necefTity  there  is,  that,  at  a  crifis  like  the  prefent, 
men  of  talents  and  of  virtue  ought  to  be  employed  \ 
and  give  me  leave  to  add  a  mod  folemn  declara- 
tion, that  if  I  believed  any  other  Jet  of  men  could 
more  effectually  ferve  their  King  and  Country,  I 
would  not  recommend  the  prefent  Miniftry  to  the 
approbation  and  fupport  of  my  fellow  fubje&s. 

In  ufing  the  phrafe  a  Jet  of  men,  I  am  confci- 
ous  that  I  expofe  myfelf  to  the  imputation  of  a 
vulgarifm ;  but  I  have  employed  thefe  words,  be- 
caufe  no  other  in  the  language  could  fo  complete- 
ly exprefs  my  opinion.  A  Miniftry,  like  an  army, 
to  be  really  efficient,  muft  a£t  in  unrfon — muft,  in 
the  language  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  "  under- 
stand each  other.''  I  have  heard  much  on  the  fub- 
je&  of  an  Adminiftration,  on  a  broad  balls,  to  in- 
clude the  talents,  influence,  and  experience  of  all 
parties.  I  have  feen  fuch  experiments  tried ;  and 
tried  at  the  expence  of  the  nation.  The  Marquis 
of  Rockingham's  firft  Adminiftration,  in  1766, 
was  formed  by  what  is  called  a  union  of  parties  > 
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it  included  the  Grenville  and  Newcastle  par- 
ties :  but  it  was  of  fhort  duration,  and  is  charac- 
ter! fed  by  Junius,  who  was  himfelf  one  of  the 
party,  as  "  Lord  Rockingham's/^  Adminis- 
tration." The  Miniftry  which  was  formed  by  Lord 
Chatham  in  the  fucceeding  year,  was  conftituted 
on  a  fimilar  plan  ;  but  even  his  great  talents  were 
unable  to  preferve  union  among  them,  and  they 
diflblved  before  the  end  of  the  year,  with  little  cre- 
dit to  themfelves,  or  benefit  to  the  nation.  The  fe- 
cond  Miniftry,  marfhalled  under  the  aufpices  of 
Lord  Rockingham  in  1782,  was  alfo  created  by 
a  coalition  with  the  remnants  of  the  Chatham, 
the  Grenville,  and  the  Bedford  interefts  :  but 
it  was  a  rope  of  fand,  and  was  broken  to  atoms  by  the 
fudden  death  of  the  principal  perfonage,the  Marquis 
himfelf.  We  all  remember  well  the  conduct  and 
the  fate  of  the  notorious  Coalition  Miniftry  in  1783 
and  1784:  —  and  thefe  examples,  without  recur- 
ring to  perhaps  a  ftill  ftronger  inftance  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  may  ferve  to  mew  the  fallacy  of 
that  fplendid  illufion,  a  Miniftry  formed  by  a  fe 
leclionofthe  great  men  of  all  parties — apian  which 
may  furnifh  a  pompous  paragraph  for  a  newspaper, 
or  ferve  to  decorate  a  parliamentary  declamation, 
but  in  practice  has  ever  been  found  nugatory  and 
abfurd. 

If  the  charge  of  incapacity  or  incompetence  had 
been  directed  againft  any  particular  branch  of  the 
public  Adminiftration,  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
the  allegation  might  be  brought  to  more  fpeedy 
decifion;  but  the  ignis  fatuus,  which  is  to  miflead, 
fhines  only  in  a  mill;  and  thofe  who  have  a  bad 
caufe  to  fupport,  "  love  the  darknefs  better  than 
the  light."  They  employ  only  loofe;  vague,  ge- 
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neral  affertions.  This  (lives  them  the  trouble  of 
proof,  and  they  can  afperfe  without  danger  of  de- 
tection. To  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  all  parties  are  agreed  in  according 
the  praife  of  unfufpecled  integrity,  of  unoftenta- 
tious  virtue.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know 
how  the  mod  exalted  of  the  moral  qualities  can 
exift  in  a  public  character  without  an  adequate 
portion  of  Underftanding.  Virtue  is  not  altogether 
the  refult  of  feeling  or  of  temper ;  it  derives  its 
utility  and  its  confequence  from  a  found  judg- 
ment united  with  good  principles.  "  Non  divitiis 
cum  divite,  neque  factione  cum  facluofo  ;  fed  cum 
ftrennuo  virtute,  cum  modefto  pudore ;  cum  inno- 
cent e  abftinentia  certabat :  cffe,  quam  v/dert\  bonus 
malebat"  was  faid  of  not  only  the  belt  but  the 
great  eft  man  in  the  Roman  republic.  To  move, 
indeed,  in  an  elevated  fphere,  without  being  cor- 
rupted by  thofe  temptations  with  which  it  is  be- 
fet  \  to  have  rifen  to  greatnefs,  without  thofe  mean 
condefcenfions  which  have  fullied  the  early  pro- 
srefs  of  fome  brilliant  characters;  to  have  the 
difpofal  of  patronage  and  of  treafure,  without  the 
fufpicion  of  avarice  ;  to  occupy  a  ftation  which 
commands  the  adulation  of  nations,  and  yet  rife 
fuperior  to  the  paffions  of  vanity  or  pride  ;  thefe 
are  certainly  no  marks  of  a  weak  or  a  little  mind. 
Is  that  candour  and  franknefs,  on  which  his  op- 
ponents themfelves  cannot  help  complimenting 
the  Minifter,  no  proof  of  greatnefs  ?  It  may  not 
be  fo  in  the  newfchool,  where  haughtinefs  is  mif- 
taken  for  dignity,  infolence  forfpirit,  and  pertnefs 
for  wit :  but  according  to  theold-fafhioned  notions 
of  thofe  who  have  ftudied  hiftory,  and  read  man- 
kindj  thefe,  in  fpite  of  Mr.  Canning  and  Col, 

Patten, 
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Patten,  will  infallibly  rank  among  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  great  man. 

The  popularity  of  Mr.  Addington,  I  am  ready 
to  allow,  has  arifen  in  a  great  meafure  from  the 
confidence  the  public  has  placed  in  his  unble- 
mifhed  character.  The  fentiment  does  honour 
to  the  moral  feelings  of  the  nation,  and  proves 
that  Englishmen  have  loft  neither  their  virtue  nor 
their  judgment.  To  me.  Sir,  I  own  it  is  plea- 
fant,  and  I  am  forry  to  add  it  is  new,  to  hear  a 
Minifter  exprefs  himfelf  with  modefty;  addrefs 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  as  his  equals,  not 
his  fervants ;  and  profefs  himfelf  open  to  advice 
from  whatever  quarter  it  proceeds;  and  I  tranf- 
cribe  with  particular  fatisfaction  a  paffage  from 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  day,  as  exhibiting 
the  picture  of  a  mind  above  the  littlenefs  of  felf- 
conceit,  of  what  a  Minifter  of  this  country  ought 
to  be  : — "  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(in  reply  to  fome  obfervations  of  Mr.  W.  Smith) 
profeffed  himfelf  extremely  unwilling  to  recom- 
mend any  tax  which  might  be  unfair  or  inconve- 
nient towards  any  defcription  of  the  community. 
He  wifhed  that  the  wants  of  the  State  might  be 
fupplied  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  people 

as  poflible .    He  admitted  that,  in  the  difclo- 

fure  of  the  circumftances  of  men  in  bufiness,  it 
was  highly  defirable  it  fhould  be  done  with  every 
pofnble  accommodation  to  the  feelings  of  indivi- 
duals, and  he  invited  Gentlemen  to  luggeft  fuch 
means"  as  might  occur  to  their  minds  as  likely  to 
facilitate  the  collection  of  the  tax,  and  avert  vexa- 
tion or  trouble ;  for  he  could  allure  the  Houfe 
that  nothing  was  further  from  the  wifhes  of  Mi- 
niflers,  than  in  the  flighteft  degree  to  outrage  the 
C  3  public 
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public  feelings,  by  prefiing  forward  any  obnoxious 
meafure.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  their  firfl  and 
moft  anxious  defire  to  have  their  feelings  with 
them,  not  only  as  tothecaufe  of  the  war,  and  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  to  be  condu&ed,  but 
as  to  the  mode  of  contribution  neceffary  to  its 
fupport :  for  they  were  juftly  impreffed  with  the 
conviction,  that  without  the  concurrence  of  pub- 
lic fentiment,  Government  muft  be  weak  indeed; 
but  that,  feconded  by  its  influence,  it  would  be 
fully  competent  to  furmount  every  danger,  and  to 
vanquifh  every  difficulty  which  the  war  might 
prefent." 

In  common  with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  Ser- 
vants, Mr.  Addington  partakes  in  the  praife  of 
having  conduced  the  public  affairs  with  honour 
and  profperity;  but  this  fubject  has  been  difcuffed 
in  my  former  Letters,  and  is,  I  apprehend,  too 
firmly  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  my  countrymen, 
to  require  a  repetition. 

It  is  long  fince  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending the  debates  of  Parliament.  I  have  feen 
the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fill 
the  Chair  of  Onslow  with  dignity.  I  have  heard 
him  expound  the  Law  of  Parliament,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Country,  with  force  and  precifion; 
but  I  have  not  contemplated  him  in  his  new  cha- 
racter. To  borrow  a  phrafe  from  the  theatre,  of 
which  the  exhibitions  at  St.  Stephen's  fometimes 
involuntarily  reminds  us,  I  have  not  feen  him  on 
the  boards.  He  feems,  indeed,  to  think  it  no  part 
of  the  duty  of  a  Minifter  to  pra&ife  the  arts  of  a 
teacher  of  rhetoric,  to  ftudy  florid  fpeeches  for  the 
amufement  of  the  gallery,  or  to  wafle  that  time 
in  the  battles  of  the  tongue,  which  he  owes  to  his 

Country ; 
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Country.  Yet,  if  we  may  truft  the  reports  of  the 
debates,  which  are  published  in  the  newfpapers  of 
both  parties,  his  fpeeches,  though  not  long,  are 
clear,  fenfible,  and  immediately  to  the  point; 
they  are  the  fpeeches  of  a  man  of  bufinefs ;  they 
difplay  a  found  judgment,  without  the  wifh  to 
miflead  or  overbear  the  judgment  of  others  ;  they 
are  replete  with  information,  without  the  affectation 
of  fuperior  knowledge.  How  far  he  may  poffefs, 
what  in  the  eftimation  of  the  honeft  Cheefemon- 
ger*  were  the  only  requifites  for  a  teacher  of 
others,  "  voice  and  action  ;"  how  far  he  may  ex- 
cel in  the  fcenic  accomplimments  of  a  modern 
Statefman,  I  am,  for  the  reafGns  already  affigned, 
unqualified  to  determine  :  nor  can  I  conceive  that 
it  is  a  queflion  in  which  the  nation  is  very  deeply 
interefted. 

Of  the  Secretary  for  the  Foreign  Department  I 
can  confcientioufly  declare,  and  I  do  it  without 
much  expectation  of  contradiction,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  his  Majesty  could  not  have  found  a 
man  equally  qualified  for  that  fituation.  His  firft 
effay  in  Parliament,  I  remember,  aftonifhed  the 
veteran  Statefmen  of  the  time,  by  a  molt  extenfive 
and  correct,  knowledge  of  the  political  interefts  of 
Europe;  by  the  clearnefs  of  his  views,  and  the 
acutenefs  of  his  conclusions.  From  that  period 
his  opinion  has  been  regarded  with  the  higheft 
rcfpect  by  every  Adminiftration,  on  every  fubjeft 
where  foreign  politics  are  concerned.  He  pof- 
feffes  the  temper  too,  as  well  as  the  genius  and 
knowledge  of  a  Statefman ;  and,  whatever  Lord 
Grenville  may  think  of  the  matter,  his  corref- 
pondence  during  the  late  Negociation,  will  {land 
C  4  upon 

•  See  a  Letter  to  a  BUhop  concerning  Leclurt fhips. 
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upon  record  as  unquestionable  evidence  of  his  di- 
plomatic abilities. 

I  have  not,  heard  any  accufation  alleged  againft 
the  Noble  Lord  who  prefides  over  the  Maritime 
Affairs  of  the  Nation,  except  that  he  has  been  too 
atfive  in  the  detection  of  peculation,  and  in  the 
prevention  of  fraud.  On  this  charge  I  am  inclined 
to  think  the  country,  which  has  to  pay  for  the  pro- 
fufion  or  negligence  of  Minifters,  will  be  difpofed 
to  grant  him  an  acquittal.  Of  his  experience  and 
ability  in  his  profeflional  line,  no  man  can  enter- 
tain a  doubt;  and  of  his  judgment  and  abilities, 
Mr.  Fox  himfelf  has  expreffed  the  warmeft  admira- 
tion. 

The  higher  offices  of  the  Law  are  furely  occu- 
pied by  men  of  confeffedly  fuperior  abilities.  The 
Bar  and  the  Nation  have  long  looked  up  to  Sir 
John  Scott  as  the  worthy  fucceffor  of  his  friend 
and  early  patron,  Lord  Thurlow;  and  thofe  who 
have  felt  the  weight  and  poignancy  of  the  farcaftic 
eloquence  of  Lord  Ell len borough,  will  not,  I 
apprehend,  be  haflily  difpofed  to  queftion  his  ta- 
lents. 

The  other  official  fituations,  are,  I  apprehend, 
to  the  full,  as  refpe&ably  filled  at  prefent  as  they 
ufually  are.  The  Secretary  at  War  may  be 
lefs  capable  than  Mr.  Windham  of  entertaining 
the  Houfe  by  the  eccentricity  of  his  opinions  and 
the  novelty  *  of  his  jokes :  and  the  Under  Secreta- 
ries may  not  poffefs  the  perfevering  loquacity  of 
Mr.  Canning.  The  former,  however,  is  univer- 
fally  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  talents,  and 

of 

*  The  Author  probably  means  agreeably  to  the  old  fign- 
poft  infeription,  "  new  revived  ;"  fince  moft  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  a  very  old  and  ufeful  Author,  "  Joe  Miller." 
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of  unwearied  application;  nor  have  I  heard  of  the 
(lighteft  neglect  of  the  public  interefts  in  any  de- 
partment whatever. 

Till  our  adverfaries,  then,  can  produce  fome 
fpecific  charge,  which  indicates  clearly  the  inca- 
pacity or  the  negligence  of,  the  prefent  Minifters, 
I  mail  conclude  that  they  employ  general  abufe, 
becaufe  they  have  nothing  better  to  fay;  and  I  am 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  obferving  that  the  lan- 
guage is  the  very  fame  by  which  the  Adminiflra- 
tions  of  Walpole,  of  North,  of  Shelburne, 
and  of  Pitt,  were  formerly  affailed  : 

"  The  coxcomb  bird  fo  talkative  and  grave, 

"  That  from  his  cage  cries  cuckold,  whore,  and  knave, 

"  Though  many  a  paflenger  he  rightly  call, 

'*  }  hold  him  no  philofopher  at  all." 

June  15,  1803.  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER     V. 
TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 

COUNTRYMEN    AND    FRIENDS, 

WHEN  you  have  the  misfortune  to  be  engaged 
in  a  war;  when  heavy  burdens  are  to  be  borne, 
and  many  privations  endured  to  maintain  it;  there 
is  the  utmoft  reafon  that  you  mould  be  convinced 
of  its  abfolute  neceffity,  that  you  mould  have  the 
moft  fatisfa&ory  information  concerning  the 
grounds  and  reafons  for  an  event  in  which  you  are 
fo  deeply  interefted. 

To  thofe  who  have  had  leifure  attentively  to 
perufe  the  public  Papers  relative  to  the  Negocia- 
tion  with  France,  no  argument  will  be  wanting  to 
fatisfy  them  that  to  us  the  calamity  (for  it  would  be 
trifling  with  you  to  call  it  by  any  other  name)  was 
altogether  unavoidable ;  that  we  have  been  reduced 
to  the  fad  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  arms  in  our 
own  defence,  to  repel  the  encroaching  ambition, 
and  the  reftlefs  malignity  of  an  inveterate  enemy, 
who  hates  the  name  and  Government  of  Britain, 
only  becaufe  Britain  is  free ;  becaufe  every  aft  of 
its  Government  is  an  indirect  cenfure  on  the  abo- 
minable tyranny  of  his  own. 

I  had  hoped,  indeed,  that  the  aggreflion  of  the 
First  Consul  was  evident  to  every  individual 
both  in  France  and  England*;  I  had  believed  that 
not  an  argument  could  be  urged  in  favour  of  the 
French  Government.     In  this  latter  opinion  I  am 

not 

*  Mr.  Fox  did  not  deny  this,  but  thought  the  Negotiation 
jnight  have  been  protracted  with  a  profpecl  of  adjufiment. 
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not  deceived,  if  the  word  argument  be  taken  in  its 
legitimate  fenfe.  But  when  the  groffeit  falfehood 
is  united  with  the  moft  contemptible  fophiftry  to 
miflead  you,  or  rather  to  miflead  the  unfortunate 
people  of  France  and  Holland,  (for  it  cannot  im- 
pofe  on  Englifhmen)  fome  notice  ought  to  be  ta- 
ken, even  though  the  compofition  in  other  refpe&s 
is  too  contemptible  for  a  reply. 

You  will  eafily  perceive  that  I  allude  to  the  ob- 
fervations  lately  published  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment upon  his  Majesty's  Declaration.  I  fhall 
not  imitate  the  declamatory  ftyle  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  for  truth  appears  beft  in  the  plained  garb  ; 
and  this  is  a  queflion  not  to  be  decided  by  rheto- 
rical flourifhes,  but  by  argument  and  fact. 

The  French  Government  commences  with  de- 
nying, in  the  grqjfejl  of  terms,  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  his  Majesty's  Declaration;  and  with 
charging  both  your  King  and  his  Minifters  with 
palpable  falfehood.  Here  you  have  the  veracity 
and  moral  character  of  the  two  Governments  op- 
pofed  to  each  other:  your  good,  your  mild, 
your  honourable,  your  conftitutional  Sovereign, 
oppofed  to  a  Corfican  tyrant  and  ufurper;  Mr. 
Addington  to  Monf.  Talleyrand.  Can  you, 
can  the  people  of  France,  hefitate  a  fingle  mo- 
ment which  to  believe  ? 

Compare  the  maxims  of  the  two  Governments: 
the  one  founded  by  ufurpation  on  the  ruins  equally 
of  the  antient  Monarchy,  and  of  the  newly-confti- 
tuted  Republic ;  governing  without  a  trial  by  jury, 
indeed  without  any  legal  trial  at  all,  by  arbitrary 
arrefts,  imprifonments,  tranfportations,  by  the 
moft  diabolical  degradation  of  the  moral  prin- 
ciple, 
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ciple,  poifon  *  and  affaffination.  In  this  happy 
country  we  can  fpeak,  we  can  write  what  we 
pleafe;  we  are  fubj eel:  only  to  the  controul  of 
the  laws :  and  thofe  laws  adminiftered  by  twelve 
honeft  men,  our  equals,  our  countrymen,  indif- 
ferently chofen  from  the  mafs  of  the  freeholders. 
In  France  the  prefs  is  filenced,  and  thought  itfelf 
is  hardly  free.  No  man's  houfe  is  his  caftle  ;  it  is 
filled  with  fpies  and  delators. — Which  Govern- 
ment, then,  evinces  guilt,  and  fear,  and  fufpi- 
cion  ?  and  of  what  are  thefe  the  natural  concomi- 
tants—of  falfehood  or  of  truth  ?  The  morality  of 
the  two  Governments  will  bear  no  companion; 
and  the  argument,  a  priori  at  leafl,  makes  direftly 
againft  the  veracity  of  the  Hero  of  Jaffa. 

But  let  us  come  to  the  facts  inftanced  by  the 
French  Government,  for  we  cannot  anfwer  decla- 
mation. The  firft  circumftance  alluded  to,  is  the 
ftate  of  commerce  between  the  two  countries  :  but 
here,  to  my  utmoft  furprife,  inftead  of  a  confuta- 
tion, I  find  a  point-blank  avowal  of  what  is  ftated 
in  his  Majesty's  Declaration.  The  First  Con- 
sul, or  whoever  for  him  wrote  thefe  obfervations, 
confelTes  that  no  Treaty  of  Commerce  was  negoci- 
ated,  or  fought  to  be  negociated,  by  France  with 
England  :  on  the  contrary,  the  writer  exclaims, 
"  Can  we  not  trade  without  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
with  England  !"  Not,furely,iflawsena6tedin  war, 
laws  enacted  during  the  reign  of  anarchy  and  terror, 
are  to  be  enforced  during  peace.  I  admit,  with 
this  writer,  that  if  France  continued  to  prohibit 

Englifh 

*  See  what  is  faid  in  Captain  D'Au  vergne's  Narrative  of  the 
Ragouts  ltaliens  j  and  his  defcription  of  the  New  BaftiUe,  the 
Temple. 
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Englifh  merchandize,  England  might,  in  return, 
prohibit  the  merchandize  of  France.  But  is  this 
a  ftate  of  commerce  — of  free  and  reciprocal  com- 
merce ?  I  will  admit  further  with  him,  that  this 
alone  was  not  a  juftifiable  caufe  for  war;  but  did 
it  manifeft  an  amicable  difpofition  on  the  part  of 
the  French  Government? 

The  next  fubjecl  refpecls  the  pretended  Com- 
mercialAgents ;  but  here  alfo  is  a  frank  confeflion  of 
every  tittle  alledgedin  his  Majesty's  Declaration, 
that  the  majority  of  them  were  military  men,  and 
that  the  orders  found  upon  one  of  thefe  fpies  were 
actually  iffued  by  the  Cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries. 
The  action  is  jufiified  by  the  affertion,  that  France 
has  fent  to  every  part  of  the  world  commercial 
agents  invelled  with  fimilar  authorities.  With  all 
my  heart,  let  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  if  they 
choofe,  admit  French  Officers  to  found  their  har- 
bours, and  make  drawings  of  their  ports;  but  I 
hope  never  to  fee  any  fuch  tolerated  in  Old  Eng- 
land. 

We  are  further  informed,  with  the  ulmoft  gra- 
vity, "  that  the  French  army  has  not  remained  in 
Holland  in  defiance  of  ftipulations,  but  in  confor- 
mity with  the  ftipulations  of  a  treaty  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  that  Republic."— To  what  ftipulations 
the  wretched  and  oppreffed  Batavians  might  be 
forced  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet  we  cannot  fay: 
we  only  aflert,  that  this  conduct  was  a  dircQ  via* 
lation  of  open  treaties,  made  under  the  guarantee 
of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe;  that  it  was  a  ma- 
nifefl violation  of  the  rights  of  an  independent  na- 
tion. But  to  put  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of 
this  affertion  to  the  tefl;  let  Bonaparte  once 
withdraw  his  troops  from   Holland^  and  then  fee 

whether 
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whether  the  Dutch  will  be  forward  in  hegociating 
a  treaty  for  their  return. 

The  writer  with  equal  folemnity  remarks,  "  That 
it  is  not  incumbent  on  the  French  Government  to 
be  informed  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution."  I  did, 
really,  never  fufpeft  General  Bonaparte  of  any 
defire  to  be  informed  of  the  principles  of  the  Eng- 
lifh, or  any  other  free  Conftitution.  He  has  fufh- 
ciently  fhewn  his  deteftation  of  every  thing  that 
bears  the  name  of  liberty.  He  has  fliewn  himfelf 
ignorant  of  the  principles  of  Government  altoge- 
ther. Happy  would  it  have  been  for  France,  if 
he  would  have  devoted  a  little  time  to  the  fludy  of 
the  Englifh  Conftitution;  happier  flill,  if  he  had 
had  the  honefty  to  praclife  its  principles ! 

The  latter  part  of  thefe  curious  obfervations 
goes  to  retort  the  charge  upon  the  Englifh  Go- 
vernment, of  wifhing  to  retain  the  poffeflion  of 
Egypt.  Now  it  is  a  little  remarkable,  that  the 
First  Consul  fhould  have  expreffed,  in  dire  ft 
terms,  fuch  a  wifh,  and  fuch  an  intention ;  and 
that  the  Englifh  Government  mould  never  have 
difclofed,  either  in  words  or- actions,  that  they 
were  actuated  by  any  fuch  idea.  "  But  the  flay 
of  the  Englifh  army  in  Egypt  was  protracled  :"  if 
there  is  any  circumflance  that  reflects  peculiar  ho- 
nour on  the  Britifh  character,  it  is  the  continuance 
of  the  Britifh  army  in  Egypt,  with  great  inconve- 
nience to  themfelves,  and  expence  to  the  nation. 
J  am  proud  of  the  circumflance  ;  and,  my  Coun- 
trymen, every  individual  among  you  has  a  right 
to  be  proud  of  it.  The  Britifh  army  ftaid  in 
Egypt  to  prevent  majjacre,  bloodfhed,  civil  war-, 
the  miferies  of  defolation,  the  horrors  of  exag- 
gerated cruelty.     All  of  you,  who  have  read  Sir 
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Robert  Wilson's  Narrative,  or  who  are  in  the 
leaft  acquainted  with  political  affairs,  mull  be  in- 
formed of  the  melancholy  event,  which  ended  in 
the  maffacre  of  fome  of  the  principal  Mameluke 
Beys ;  you  mult  know  that  many  others  of  them 
were  imprifoned  ;  and  great  numbers  had  retired 
towards  the  confines  of  Upper  Egypt,  from  a  dif- 
truft  of  the  Ottoman  Government.  I  wifh  to  caft 
no  blame  upon  that  Government.  Jealouiies  will 
arife  between  parties,  without  a  treacherous  in- 
tention on  either  fide.  It  is  fufficicnt  that  impla- 
cable jealoufies  had  arifen,  and  that  the  moft  de- 
plorable cataflrophe  feemed  to  impend  over  that 
unhappy  country,  which,  by  the  perfidious  inva- 
fion  of  Bon  apart  e,  had  already  fuffered  enough. 
The  Britifh  army  was  the  only  mediating  Power 
that  could  prevent  thefe  moft  calamitous  confe- 
quences ;  the  Britifh  General  ftaid  as  the  Angel 
and  Minifter  of  Peace.  He  refcued  from  op- 
preffion  and  from  death,  thofe  who  were  already 
plunged  in  the  gulphs  of  defpair;  by  his  authority, 
he  reftored  tranquillity  at  leaft,  if  not  perfeel  con- 
fidence; he  eftablifhed  the  doubtful  rights  of  the 
contending  parties  on  a  firm  bafis ;  and  left  the 
country  with  the  thanks,  the  prayers,  the  bleffings 
of  all  its  inhabitants*. 

To  difmifs  this  miferable  paper  (which  per- 
haps has  occupied  already  more  time  than  it  dc- 
ferved),  in  a  few  words  :  confidering  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Chief  Consul,  and  his  hofliiity.to 
England,  fo  repeatedly  manifefted;  confidering 
the  ftrong  defire  which  he  formerly  fhewed,  and 
fo  recently  avowed,  to  be  in  poffeflion  of  Egypt; 

if 

*  Thefe  obfervations  have  been  amply  juftified  by  the  events 
which  have  taken  place  fince  the  Britifh  army  was  withdrawn. 
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if  in  the  exifting  circumftances  your  Miniilers  had 
furrendered  Malta,  and  at  a  future  period  the 
First  Consul  had  taken  advantage  of  this  con- 
ceflion,  and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  Egypt,  with  a  view 
certainly  of  annoying  your  Indian  Colonies;  what 
-would  you  have  thought  of  your  Miniilers,  and 
what  would  have  been  the  refponfibility  which 
they  would  have  incurred? 

With  refped  to  the  threats  of  the  First  Con- 
sul, I  confers  my  mind  is  very  tranquil.  The 
invafion  of  England  is  an  atchievement  eafy  to 
talk  of,  but  difficult  to  accomplifh.  By  the  grand 
and  fpiirited  meafure  of  laft  night,  you  will  have 
fuch  a  native  force  well  trained  and  difciplined,  as 
would  refift  the  force  of  united  Europe,  could  evert 
a  landing  be  effected  for  fuch  a  body  of  men  as 
were  likely  to- make  any  imprelfion. — Why!  let 
him  come!  He  will  find  a  million  of  loyal  fub- 
je£ts,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  Britiih.  hearts 
in  their  bofoms;  and  the  valour  that  defeated  his 
Invincibles  in  Egypt,  will  drive  his  Confcripts  to 
feek  their  deflruction  in  the  ocean. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  may  take  violent  pofTef- 
fionofthe  peaceful  and  defencelefs  cities  of  the 
Continent:  but  the  French  muft  have  your  ma- 
nufactures, and  they  will  find  their 'way.  In  the 
mean  time,  you  will  fucceffively  gain  pofleffion  of 
every  foreign  colony  belonging  to  your  enemy,  and 
his  forced,  his  viftim  allies.  Your  fails  will  cover 
the  ocean ;  and  the  fruits  of  a  commerce,  which 
will  be  even  extended  by  the  fucceffes  of  a  naval 
warfare,  will  amply  defray  the  expences  of  the 
conteft. 

June  21.  VALERIUS. 

LET\ 
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LETTER  VI. 

To  the  Right  Bon.  the  LORD  MAYOR  of  LONDON 

MY    LORD, 

I  AM  truly  concerned  to  find  any  thing  tocen- 
fure  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Citizens  of  London, 
a  body  of  men  whom  faQion  may  fometimes  mif- 
lead,  but  in  whom  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  can  ne- 
ver be  extinct.  The  proceedings  at  the  late  Com- 
mon Hall  were,  however,  fuch  as  muft  wound  the 
feelings  ofevery  real  Englimman,and,  I  fear,  are  too 
much  calculated  to  raife  the  hopes  of  an  inveterate 
and  rapacious  enemy.  Though  I  do  not  confider 
a  majority  of  a  Common  Hall,  (unfeleflt  as  thofe 
meetings  ufually  are,)  as  a  fair  reprefentation  of 
the  Livery  of  London,  yet  I  mud  regret  that  any 
body  of  men  could  be  found  in  the  Country,  at 
fuch  a  crifis,  actuated  by  any  other  principle  than 
that  of  zeal  and  enthufiafm  in  the  public  caufe. 
One  expreffion*  was  indeed  fo  grofs,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  endured ;  and  it  is  fome  confolation,  that 
even  an  affembly  brought  together,  I  have  reafon 
to  think,  for  the  purpofe  of  embarraffing  the  Go- 
vernment, could  not  bear  to  hear  that  their  Coun- 
try "  did  not  deferve  to  be  faved  !" 

A  Morning  Paper  has  represented  your  Lord- 
fhip,  and  one  of  your  colleagues,  as  having  promi- 
fed  to  oppofe  the  tax  on  Property  with  all  your 
power,  as  a  tax  of  a  "  grievous  and  partial  nature." 
This,  however,  is  contradicted  by  other  ftatements, 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  the  report  erroneous; 
but  if  thefe  were  not  your  fentiments,  you  owe  to 
yourfelf  and  to  your  Country  a  direft  difavowal 
D     '  of 

*  It  was  faid  to  have  been  employed  by  a  Gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Travers,  formerly  a  candidate  for  the  city. 
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of  them  on  the  firft  opportunity  that  prefents  itfeif, 
But  though  this  might  not  be  the  language  of  your 
Lordfhip,  or  the  other  Gentleman  alluded  to,  it 
was  certainly  that  of  the  Party  who  propofed  and 
carried  the  refolutions,  and  is  confident  with 
that  of  the  refolutions  themfelves. 

I  confefs,  my  Lord,  that  I  know  of  no  Tax,  like- 
ly to  be  productive,  and  fuited  to  the  prefent  exi- 
gency, which  would  not  be  grievous,  I  queftion 
whether  Mr.  Waithman  himfelf,  if  he  were 
u  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,"  could  propofe 
any  which  would  not  be  liable  to  the  fame  objec- 
tion. If,  indeed,  the  ingenuity  of  that  Gentleman 
could  devife  an  unobjectionable  mode  of  contri- 
buting to  the  neceflary  fupplies,  it  is  as  much  his 
duty  to  propofe  it  now,  as  if  he  were  in  the  Right 
Honourable  fituation  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
which,  I  dare  fay,  his  pat  riot  if m  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  decline,  were  it  offered  to  him  by  his  Ma- 
j  esty.  That  patriotifm  would  furcly  prompt  him 
to  offer  it,  could  he  fuggeft  any  unexceptionable 
plan;  and,  as  he  has  not  done  it,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive he  does  not  know  of  any  better. 

That  a  tax  upon  income  is  partial  I  deny,  ex- 
cept in  the  fuppofition  that  it  is  eluded  by  an  eva- 
fion,  which,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  is  equivalent  to  per- 
jury. I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  an  annual  in- 
come, arifing  from  commerce  and  induftry,  ought 
not  to  be  as  deeply  taxed  as  permanent  income, 
and  there  is  fomething  fpecious  in  the  objection; 
yet,  if  we  confider  how  landed  income  is  already 
burthened,  and  that  it  is  only  on  his  net  income 
that  the  trader  is  required  to  make  his  return,  I  ap- 
prehend the  landed  and  trading  interefts  will  ftand 
upon  a  more  equal  footing  than  at  firft  fight  may 
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appear;  and  that  though  the  income  of  the  trader 
may  be  lefs  certain,  the  landholder  actually  pays 
proportionably  more  towards  the  fupport  of  Go- 
vernment. A  tax-bill  which  departs  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  fimplicity,  will,  in  many  cafes,  be  trouble- 
fome  and  vexatious,  and  in  ftijl  more  will  be  nuga- 
tory; there  arc  cafes  in  which  it  would  be  equally 
equitable  to  exempt  landed  as  trading  income; 
but  to  reach  all  thefe  cafes,  the  Bill  muft  be  clog- 
ed  with  trifling,  and,  perhaps,  inconfiftent  claufes, 
and  a  way  mull  be  opened  to  innumerable  decep- 
tions and  frauds.  The  A 61,  at  the  woril,  is  to  be 
only  temporary;  the  tax  is  to  ceafe  with  the  war; 
and  its  duration  zvill  therefore  depend  upon  the  Peo- 
ple them/elves,  and  upon  the  fpirit  with  which  the 
exertions  of  Government  are  fupport  ed. 

The  tax  is  alfo  complained  of  as  of  an  "  inqui- 
fitorial  nature."  So  are  many  other  taxes,  which 
are  not  complained  of  at  all;  ill  c  h  are  all,  in  fhort, 
where  the  individual  is  called  upon  to  make  a  re- 
turn to  the  aflcflbrs.  I  never  heard  of  an  inftance 
where  making  a  return  of  income  was  attended  with 
the  flighted  injury  to  any  perfon  whatever;  and  it 
would  only  have  been  fair  in  the  opponents  of  the 
meafure  to  have  ftated  them,  if  any  ilich  inftances 
were  to  be  found.  I  have,  however,  no  objection, 
and  I  dare  believe  that  Government  has  no  ob- 
jection, to  any  precautions  that  can  be  propofed 
for  preventing  the  difclofure  of  the  circumftances 
of  perfons  in  trade. — Such  a  clamour  as  this  was  at 
firft  raifed  againfl  the  Excil'e  ;  it  was  deprecated 
as  "  inquifitorial  and  unconstitutional ;"  it  is  now 
found  to  be  not  only  one  of  the  moil -productive 
branches  of  the  public  revenue,  but  the  cheapefl 
and  eafieft  in  the  colleclion;  and  our  CcmftkU- 
D  2  tion 
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tion  remains  unimpaired,  though  the  Excife  Duties 
have  increafed  with  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

But  if  the  tax  in  queftion  were  even  more  grie- 
vous than  it  is  represented,  it  would  be  folly  (I  had 
almoft  faid  wickednefs)  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  this,  to 
impede  its  operation.  This  is  a  time  not  for  deli- 
beration, but  for  aclion.  The  war  has  come  upon 
us  unexpectedly,  and  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that 
any  miniftry  could,  in  every  inftance,  be  prepared 
with  refpecl:  to  the  molt  unexceptionable  means  of 
its  fupport.  Let  the  tax  be  tried  at  leaft  for  a  year; 
there  will  be  time  enough  before  the  next  Seflion 
of  Parliament  to  enquire  whether  any  impofl  can 
be  devifed  lefs  onerous  to  the  nation.  We  have 
no  right  to  fuppofe,  from  the  temper  and  fpirit  of 
the  prefent  Adminiftration,  that  they  are  fond  of 
oppreflion  ;  or  that  they  will  not  attend  to  any  pro- 
pofal  for  the  eafe  and  benefit  of  the  People. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  Lord,  it  would  be  difho- 
nefty  to  diffemble  the  danger  that  befets  us.  It 
would  be  abufing  the  confidence  of  the  Public;  it 
would  be  treating  them  as  children,  not  as  Eng- 
lishmen, to  tell  them  that  the  country  is  not  in  a 
Hate  of  peril,  fuch  as  has  not  impended  over  it  for 
more  than  a  century,  perhaps  fince  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  A  tyrant,  defperate  from  his  fituation, 
and  intoxicated  by  fuccefs;  a  military  tyrant,  who, 
wielding  without  controul  the  force  of  a  mighty 
empire,  has  trampled  on  all  the  Powers  of  the  Con- 
tinent, threatens  your  very  exiftence.  The  malig- 
nant blows  which  he  has  aimed  at  your  commerce, 
may  ferve  to  convince  you  of  his  temper  and  de- 
figns.  But  the  ruin  of  your  trade  will  not  fatisfy 
his  envy  and  ambition.  Thofe  laws  which  are  the 
bulwark  of  liberty,  the  fecurity  of  your  perfons,  he 
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muft  demplifh;  that  property,  which  is  the  ho- 
nourable fruit  of  your  induftry,  he  muft  plunder. 
I  fpeak  it  from  unqueftionable  authority,  and  aflert 
it  as  a  facl,  that  in  the  former  war,  when  an  inva- 
lion  was  planned  againft  this  country,  one  part  of% 
the  plan  was,  that  the  City  of  London  was  to  be 
given  up  to  plunder;  and  in  this  manner  the  daring 
and  favage  adventurers  were  to  be  compenfated. 

Have  we  reafon,  then,  to  fuppofe  the  tyrant  more 
lenient  than  before?  Can  we  flatter  ourfelves,from 
what  we  have  heard  or  feen  of  him  in  Egypt,  in 
Switzerland,  in  Holland,  or  even  in  France,  that 
he  would  treat  us  with  moderation  or  honour,  if 
we  were  once  in  his  power  ?  He,  who  maffacres 
his  captives ;  he,  who  poifons  his  own  troops;  he, 
who  fills  the  defarts  of  Guiana,  and  the  dungeons 
of  France,  with  the  victims  of  his  power  and  his 
hatred;  and  in  thefe  dark  abodes  of  mifery  admi- 
nifters  the  deadly  draught  to  the  mod  obnoxious 
of  his  opponents;*  will  he  fhew  mercy  to  the 
detefted  Englifh  ?  I  am,  however,  not  one  of  thofe 
who  are  inclined  to  defpair  of  their  country.  I 
know  and  feel,  that  Britons  are  (till  abundantly 
capable  of  making  the  tyrant  repent  his  rafhnefs, 
ihouldhe  attempt  the  dangerous  proj  eel  of  an  inva- 
fion ;  but  our  fucceis  muft,  (under  Providence) 
depend  upon  ourfelves ;  upon  our  own  unanimity 
and  fpirit.  In  fuch  a  crifis  as  this,  then,  furely  to 
endeavour  to  embarrafs  the  Government  by  petty 
objections  to  its  meafures,  or  to  divide  the  country 
into  parties,  cannot  be  confiftent  with  patriotifrn 
or  honour. 

From  the  City  of  London  I  had  expe&ed  very 
D  3  different 

*   See  what  is   faid  of  the  Ragouts  ItaUent  by  Captain  D'Au- 
vergnej  alfo  what  is  reported  of  the  fate  of  Toussaint. 
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different  proceedings;  inftead  of  oppofuion,  I  had 
looked  for  patriotic  offerings.*  Even  the  wretch- 
ed and  proftrate  City  of  Paris  can  vote  {hips  and 
men  to  aid  its  tyrant  in  his  malicious  defigns;  and 
the  City  of  London,  the  firft  in  opulence,  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  its  liberality,  votes  inftruclions  to  its 
Members  to  oppofe  a  meafure  of  Government  ab- 
folutely  necedary  at  a  moment  of  the  mod  immi- 
nent danger ! 

One  more  remark  I  cannot  omit,  for  it  cannot 
be  too  deeply  impreffed  upon  the  public  mind  :  It 
is,  that  a  fpirited  refinance,  the  prefenting  at  this 
moment  a  firm  and  a  fearlefs  front  to  the  enemy, 
will  difconcert  his  proje&s,  and  difhearten  him 
from  the  further  profecution  of  his  hoflile  defigns. 
Nothing  can  fo  much  facilitate  the  return  of  Peace 
as  great  and  fpirited  exertions  at  this  period  of  the 
war;  it  is  fuch  a  conducl  that  muft  afford  us  not 
only  a  fpeedy,  but  an  advantageous  and  a  durable 
Peace. 

Should  this  Addrefs  have  any  effeft  in  awaken- 
ing the  public  fpirit,the  high  fpirit  of  this  greatCity, 
which  has  never  before  been  dormant  on  any  occa- 
lion  which  called  for  exertion,  I  (hall  feel  that  I 
have  performed  a  fervice  of  no  little  importance 
to  my  Country.  You,  my  Lord,  I  believe,  will 
not  be  backward  in  forwarding  any  meafure  for  the 
public  iafety;  what  meafures  may  be  mod  advife- 
ablc  I  will  not  prefume  to  dictate;  but  if  your  aid 
is  to  be  efficient,  remember  it  muft  be  prompt. 

London,  July  2,  1803.  VALERIUS. 

LET- 

•  The  fubfequcnt  conduct  of  the.  City  of  London  has  fhevrii 
that  fuch  expectations  were  not  formed  in  van;. 


43 
LETTER   VII. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE. 

FRIENDS  AND   COUNTRYMEN", 

THOUGH  the  title  which  I  have  prefixed  to 
this  Letter  is  general,  and  embraces  every  clafs 
and  defcription  of  men,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft,yet  I  would  wifh  it  to  be  understood,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  that  I  am  not  addreffing  perfons 
of  rank  and  property,  for  thofe  who  have  a  large 
and  obvious  flake  in  the  country  are  fufficiently 
convinced  of  their  danger  from  the  threatened  in- 
vafion.  It  is  that  defcription  of  perfons  who  are 
really  the  People^  and  who  conftitute  the  great  mafs 
of  every  fociety,  thofe  who  exilt  by  their  daily  la- 
bour, whom  I  would  wifh  to  convince  of  the  dan- 
ger that  befets  them,  and  to  fatisfy  them  that  they 
have  alfo  fomething  a.tjlake,  which  is  of  infinitely 
more  value  and  importance  than  a  little  property; 
that  their  honour,  their  liberties,  their  indepen- 
dence, their  wives,  their  children,  their  means  of 
exiftence,  and  their  exiftence  itfelf,  is  threatened 
by  a  cruel  and  fav  age  enemy. 

I  fhall  not  appeal  to  your  paflions,  though  the 
indignation  of  every  Englifhman  (a  nation  famed 
for  humanity  and  honour)  muft  be  moft  powerfully 
excited  by  the  perfidy  and  the  cruelties  of  the  Ty- 
rant of  France.  There  is  not  an  Englifhman  who 
would  not  be  afhamed  to  unite  with,or  to  rank  under 
the  banner  of  the  Murderer  of  Jaffa;  the  man  who 
maffacres  in  cold  blood  prifoners,  children,  and 
women ;  the  man  who  poifons  his  fellowfoldiers ; 
the  defolator  of  Nations ;  whofe  fteps  are  marked 
D  4  with 
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with  horror,  rapine,  and  murder,  wherever  his  fe- 
rocious and  plundering  bands  have  planted  his 
ftandard. 

But  it  is  not  to  this  or  any  other  paffion  I  would 
wifh  to  appeal.  It  is  to  your  reafon*  and  to  your 
interefis.  I  would  fhew  you,  as  I  think  I  can,  that 
it  is  as  much  your  intereft  to  oppofe  the  plunder- 
ers andaflafllns  of  Bonaparte,  as  thatofanyman 
of  property  among  us. 

Thofe  who  wifh  to  betray  you  will  infinuate 
"  that  your  lot  is  poverty;  you  exift  by  your  la- 
bourfromday  today;  that  you  can  but  work  hard 
and  gain  little  in  whatever  hands  the  Government 
of  this  country  is  veiled."  But  this  is  not  true^ 
for  you  would  find,  that  if  this  country  were  fub- 
dued  by  the  French,  you  could  not  gain  an  exig- 
ence by  your  labour^  if  indeed  exiftence  would  be 
allowed  you  at  all. 

No  man  feels  more  fincerely  for  the  hardihips 
of  the  poor  than  the  writer  of  this  Addrefs.  That 
they  have  many  to  encounter  is  too  true,  and  fuch 
has  been  the  cafe  from  the  beginning  of  time,  and, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  ever  will.  Yet  the  condition  of 
the  poor  in  this  country  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
their  condition  in  any  other  country  in  Europe. 
Though  individuals  may  occasionally  have  much 
to  fuller,  yet  there  are  many  alleviations  of  their 
hardfhips.  and  their  condition  may  be  bettered  by 
many  more  circumftances  than  are  to  be  found  in 
any  other  country.  This  is  a  great,  opulent,  and 
trading  nation;  every  man  who  is  willing  to  work 
can  find  employment,  and  certain  and  ready  pay. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  in  any  other  country  in  Eu- 
ropev  and  particularly  in  France,  where  the  poor 
are  now  literally  ftarving^  where  the  highways  are 
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crowded  with  beggars ;  where,  notwithftanding  the 
thoufands  who  have  been  mafTacred,  many  other 
thoufands  have  actually  perifhed  for  want  at  diffe- 
rent times,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Should  the  French  fuccefsfully  invade  this  coun- 
try, its  trade  and  manufactures  mud  be  inevitably 
ruined.  That  wealth  which  enables  your  employ- 
ers to  pay  and  maintain  you  will  all  be  plundered, 
and  you  will  find,  too  late,  that  you  cannot."  work 
and  live;" — that  you  can  neither  get  employment 
nor  fubfiftence. 

The  condition  of  the  poor,  however  deplorable 
it  may  feem,  is  ftill  better  in  this  country  than  in 
any  other,  in  the  profpefts  which  are  opened  to 
induftry  and  enterprize.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
country  in  Europe  where  a  poor  man,  by  applica- 
tion or  invention,  can  entertain  the  hope  of  becom- 
ing rich.  I  could  enumerate  almofl  thoufands  of 
inftances,  within  my  own  knowledge,  where  men 
by  diligence  or  ingenuity  have  rifen  from  the  very 
loweft  Rations  to  lit  among  the  Grandees  and  Le- 
giilators  of  their  Country.  The  late  moft  ingeni- 
ous, moftrefpeclable  Mr.  Wedgwood,  was  a  poor 
boy,  and,  even  in  his  maturer  years,  worked  as  a 
common  journeyman  potter.  Sir  Richard  Ark- 
wright  was  an  obfcure  country  Barber,  till  his 
ingenious  invention  raifed  him  to  a  princely  for- 
tune. The  ftory  of  Whittington  is  every  day 
realiled  in  this  metropolis,  by  perfons  who  have 
not  indeed  rifen  by  the  cafual  aid  of  a  Cat,  but  by 
furer  means — by  activity  and  induftry.  A  late 
moft  refpeclable  and  moft  refpecled  Chief  Magif- 
trate  of  this  City,  is  not  afhamed  to  own  that  he 
rofe  from  one  of  the  loweft  fituations  in  life,  and 
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that  the  ftreets  which  he  paraded  in  flate,  he  had 
formerly  traverfed  without  fhoe  or  flocking.  Now, 
fhew  me  any  thing  like  this  in  France !  And  yet 
more ;  if  the  French  were  unfortunately  ever  to 
come  among  us,  all  this  would  be  at  an  end  ;  the 
hopes  of  the  poor  man  would  be  forever  crufhed, 
for  our  trade  would  be  ruined. 

However  humanity  may  be  difpofed  to  com- 
miferate  the  hardfhips  to  which  many  of  the  poor 
are  expofed,  flill,  in  this  happy  Country,  there  are 
fome  circumftances  that  ferve  greatly  to  alleviate 
them.  That  noble,  that  honourable,  and  humane 
inftitution,  the  parochial  provifion  which  is  made 
for  them,  muft  be  a  great  fource  of  comfort  to 
every  poor  man.  It  muft  be  a  confolation  to  know, 
that  in  old  age  and  infirmity  he  will  not  be  left  to 
perifh  for  want  in  the  highway ;  to  know  that  he 
has  a  right  to  a  maintenance  from  his  country;  that 
he  can  claim,  and  need  not  beg  it.  This,  too, 
would  be  all  deftroyed  by  a  fuccefsful  invafion ; 
and  the  laft  hope  and  folace  of  the  poor  man, 
would  thus  be  taken  from  him. 

Befides  the  parochial  provifion,  what  country 
can  boaft  fuch  noble  inftitutions  for  the  relief  of 
poverty  and  diftrefs  as  this  ?  In  ficknefs,  you  are 
taken  care  of;  there  are  alms-houfes  for  old  age ; 
and  your  children  are  clothed  and  educated  by  the 
fpirited  contributions  of  your  fellow-citizens. — 
Alas !  were  thefe  defolators  of  the  earth  to  come 
among  us,  every  hofpital  and  alms  houfe  would  be 
razed  to  the  ground,  and  that  which  fupported  them 
would  be  the  prey  of  wolves  and  tigers. 

Under  the  horrid  reign  of  the  Corfican  Tyrant, 
you  would  not  only  be  poor,  but  you  would  be 
Jlaves.     You  would  not   be  tried  by  your  Peersy 
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your  equals,  your  fellow-citizens,  men  of  like  paf- 
fions  and  feelings  with  yourfelves:  you  would  be 
tried  by  a  military  tribunal,  or  worfe,  by  his  for- 
did, venal,  cruel  judges ;  for  he  has  an  inveterate 
hatred  to  the  trial  by  jury.  You  would  not  be  called 
upon  to  ferve  your  country  as  volunteers,  or  en- 
rolled in  a  national  militia,  which  even  the  King 
himfelf  cannot  order  on  foreign  fervice  :  You 
would  be  dragged  in  chains  as  confcripts,  and 
tranfported  to  ferve  as  fomething  worfe  than  ilaves 
in  St.  Domingo,  Guiana,  Africa,  and  the  moftun- 
wholefome  climates  upon  earth. 

The  condition,  too,  of  a  French  foldier,  is  the 
moll  miferable  that  can  be  conceived,  and  their  va- 
lour is,  in  mod  cafes,  the  effect  of  defpairin  men  to 
whom  death  is  a  releafe.  They  are  allowed  not 
half  the  pay  of  an  Englifh  foldier,  and  yet  this  mife- 
rable pittance  is  always  in  arrear.  They  arzflarv- 
ing  and  in  rags,  unlefs  they  have  the  good  luck  to 
be  fent  into  Holland  to  be  clothed  at  the  expence 
of  that  unfortunate  people,  whom  the  First  Con- 
sul infults  and  derides  under  the  title  of  Allies. 

But,  under  all  thefe  horrible  and  humiliating 
circumftances,  perhaps  a  daftardly  conduct  will  not 
even  fecure  to  you  the  wretched  boon  of  exift- 
ence.  He  will  not  even  let  you  Jiarve  in  quiet. 
Do  you  think  that  he  murders  only  the  rich  ?  Alas ! 
it  is  a  truth,  that  the  hardfhips  and  infults  inflicted 
on  a  conquered  country  by  an  invading  -enemy, 
fall  chiefly  on  the  poor.  The  rich  can  find  means 
to  fly,  or  have  fomething  to  offer  that  may  fave  or 
redeem  their  perfons.  When  he  defolated  Fran- 
conia,  Suabia,  Piedmont,  do  you  fuppofe  that  he 
cut  off  only  the  opulent  ?  No  fuch  thing — it  was 
the  hannlefs  peafants,  their  wives  and  children, 
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that  experienced  his  cruelty.  When  he  ftormed 
Alexandria,  and  rnaffacred  the  wretched  inhabit- 
ants, who  fled  for  protection  to  thehouje  of  God,  did 
he  make  any  distinction  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor?  No;  man,  woman,  and  child,  were  indif- 
criminatelyput  to  the  fword. — When  he  murdered 
in  cold  blood  four  thousand  perfons  of  all  ages 
andfexeson  the  fand-hills  ofjaffa,  were  thefe  all  rich 
people  ?  They  were  the  poor  inhabitants  of  a  poor 
Turkifh  village. — What  does  the  French  hiftorian 
of  their  exploits  relate  of  the  conduct  of  Bona- 
parte's Army  in  Egypt?  "  If  the  miferable  in- 
habitants of  any  village  quitted  it  through  terror 
on  the  approach  of  the  French,  on  their  return  they 
found  nothing  but  the  mud  of  which  the  walls  were 
formed,"  the  roofs  and  all  the  utenfils  being  burnt 
and  deftroyed.  "  Nothing  was  found,  either  of 
corn  or  of  animals,  but  the  bodies  of  their  faithful 
dogs,  killed  in  attempting  to  defend  their  Mailer's 
property."  If  the  French  made  any  ftay  in  a  vil- 
lage, "  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  fled  were  treated 
as  rebels."  When  they  fubmitted,  and  came  in  a 
body  to  pay  the  heavy  contributions,  amounting 
generally  to  their  all,  they  were  often  fhot  at  by  the 
riflemen  (through  miftake,  fo  carelefs  are  the  French 
of  human  blood),  and  molt  of  them  Slaughtered. 
w  W7hen  they  ftaid  quietly  in  their  villages,"  or 
joined  the  French,  they  were  only  "  compelled  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  the  army,"  "  faw  their  provi- 
fions  eaten  with  regularity,"  and  "had  a  few  of  their 
wives  and   daughters  ravifhed."* 

To  do  the  First  Consul  juftice,  his  impartial 
cruelty  is  equally  dealt  out  to  both  friend  and  foe. 

Thofe 

*  See  Denon's  Travels  in  Egypt,  publifhed  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  First  Consul. 
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Thofe  who  have  betrayed  and  deferted  their  coun- 
try, receive  in  return  only  infult  and  indignity. 
Afk  the  unfortunate  Irifh,  many  of  whom  are  now 
ilarving  in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  for  their  love  of 
French  principles,  and  their  admiration  of  Bon  a- 
parte?  The  Mutineers  of  thzHermione,  however, 
one  would  think,  by  their  atrocity  and  cruelty, 
would  have  merited  his  efteem ;  they  were  *  of 
the  fame  kidney"  with  himfelf :  yet  what  was  their 
reward  ?  Only  the  miferable  privilege  of  re-fhip- 
ping  themfelves,  and  coming  home  to  be  hanged 
on  gibbets. 

My  Countrymen,  let  me  intreat  you  to  make 
ufe  of  the  native,  plain,  good  fenfe  of  Englishmen, 
The  man  who  now  addreffes  you  is  one  of  your- 
/elves.  He  is  neither  a  perfon  of  rank  nor  for- 
tune; he  knows  that  it  is  impoffible  in  any  coun- 
try that  every  man  can  be  rich;  but  in  this  country 
he  knows  and  feels  that  he  enjoys  many  advanta- 
ges which  he  could  not  have  under  the  prefent^- 
ecrable  tyranny  exercifed  in  France,  where  peo- 
ple can  neither  write  nor/peak  their  thoughts,  where 
every  focial  pleafure  is  deftroyed  by  the  fufpicions 
of  a  jealous  and  cruel  Government,  where  every 
thing  is  decided  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
where  the  miferable  inhabitants  exift  in  perpetual 
fear  of  their  lives. 

Your  forefathers  detefted  the  Jlavery  of  France, 
and  boldly  reiiftedall  their  attempts  to  enflave  their 
country.  If  you  will  enquire  and  examine  into  the 
truth,yo\x  will  find  that  France  now  exills  in  a  more 
abjecl  fate  of  Jlavery  than  under  the  worft  of  its 
Kings.  Bon  ap  arte  hates  you;  he  may,  perhaps, 
affect  to  fmile  upon  a  traitor,  but  if  that  traitor  is 
an  Englishman,  w  his  fmile  is  death,"  as  was  re- 
marked 
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marked  by  one  of  his  own  attendants  at  Jaffa ;  and 
let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  very  General  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  expedition  againft  you, 
has  declared,  "  that,  if  he  comes,  he  will  make 
England  fuch  a  country  that  it  will  not  be  fit  for 
Englifhmen  to  live  in." 

Thefe,  my  friends,  are  fa&s,  and  I  am  not  de- 
luding you  by  fine  words. — And  could  you,  how- 
ever unpromifing  your  prefent  condition,  bear  to 
fee  that  country  that  gave  you  birth,  that  country, 
the  nurfe  of  liberty,  that  has  produced  a  race  of 
heroes,  the  terror  of  tyrants,  who  made  the  proud 
Louis  tremble  on  his  throne— could  you  bear  to 
fee  that  country  made  a  defart? — Perifh  the  wretch 
who  fays,  "  becaufe  we  are  poor  we.  muft  be  rebels  /" 
Whycannot  a  poor  man  have  in  his  heart  the  fame 
fentiments  of  honour  and  of  patriotifm  as  his  richer 
neighbours?  I  deteft  the  villain  that  would  dare  to  tell 
me  the  contrary;  and  when  the  agents  of  France  utter 
fuch  fentiments,  they  infu.lt  and  mock  us,  and  would 
lead  us  to  our  ruin.  We  will,  however,  teach  them 
a  different  leflfon.  It  is  only  by  afting  as  men  that 
we  can  be  refpecled  even  by  an  enemy.  Cowards 
and  traitors  are  always  defpifed;  but  Englishmen, 
thank  God!  are  neither  :  they  will  be  found  to  re- 
fill tyranny  in  every  form,  and  be  the  tyrant  whom 
he  may.  They  will  fhew  their  enemies  that  virtue 
and  valour,  and  honour  and  patriotifm,  are  the  lot 
not  merely  of  the  rich,  but  of  the  poor;  and  that 
to  be  rich  in  thefe  qualities,  is  to  be  really  greater 
than  the  poffeflbr  of  millions.  I  am,  my  dear 
Countrymen,  Your  real  friend, 

London,  Aug.  3£  VALERIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER     VIII* 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES. 

SIR, 

In  offering  a  few  obfervations  on  the  letter  of  a 
True  Englifoman,  which  appeared  in  your  Paper  of 
Saturday,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  provoke 
any  dicuflion,  that  may  tend  to  difturb  that  una- 
nimity fo  neceffary  at  prefent;  that  unanimity 
which  reflects  fo  much  credit  on  the  good  fenfe, 
difcernment,  and  patriotifm  of  the  Nation  at  this 
criils.  It  is,  indeed,  my  wifh  to  promote  the  ge- 
neral harmony,  by  removing  mifconception ;  and 
tocherifh.  the  general  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  by  de 
precating  thatleffer  fpecies  of  faction,  which  might 
refult  from  any  invidious  diftinction  between  the 
different  claffes  of  loyal  fubjecls,  and  particularly 
between  the  landed  and  trading  interefts,  fo  inti- 
mately connected  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  depend- 
ant, as  they  naturally  are,  upon  each  other. 

The  Fund  at  Lloyd's  has  always  had  my  warmcft 
approbation.  It  is  a  grand  delign,  and  will  re- 
main upon  record  as  a  molt  linking  monument  of 
Britifh  fpirit,  Britifh  generofity,  and  Britifh  bene- 
volence, in  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  deferves  the  praife  of  the  prefent  gene- 
ration, and  will  command  the  admiration  of  pof- 
terity.  You,  Sir,  I  obferved,  were  the  firft  to  an- 
nounce it;  and  you  did  it  with  the  warm  com- 
mendation it  deferved  :  I  therefore  conclude  that 

no 

*  Written  in  anfwer  to  a  Letter  fignel  "  A  True  Englishman," 
upbraiding  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  for  not  having  contributed 
more  largely  to  the  Fund  at  Lloyd's. 
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no  writer  in  your  Paper  would  wifh  to  depreciate 
it,  or  to  impede  in  any  manner  its  fuccefs. 

But  while  1  give  every  credit  and  praife  which 
is  due  to  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this  truly 
fpirited  inftitution  (for  fuch  I  may  venture  to  call 
it),  ftill  I  think  it  uncandid  to  ftigmatife,  without 
knowing  his  motives,  every  man  who  does  not  ap- 
pear as  an  immediate  fublcriber.  While  we  are 
juft  to  one  party,  let  us  not  be  u.njuft  towards  an- 
other. Men  may  entertain  very  different  views  of 
their  duty,  and  yet  be  equally  animated  by  the 
fame  laudable  emotions.  One  man  conceives  he 
is  mod  effentially  ferving  his  country,  by  reward- 
ing the  families  of  thofe  who  fall  in  its  caufe;  and 
another,  in  providing  for  its  immediate  defence. 
The  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  it  is  true,  would 
have  difpofed  of  his  princely  donation  extremely 
well,  had  he  bellowed  it  on  the  Fund  at  Lloyd's  ; 
but  he  thought,  and  many  will  think  with  him,  that 
he  has  made  a  difpofition  of  it  equally  good,  in 
contributing  to  the  railing  of  Volunteers.  I  glory, 
Sir,  in  the  fpirit  which  my  country  has  manifefted 
on  this  trying  occafion;  and  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
guilty  of  great  injuilice,  if  I  taxed  any  clafs  or 
body  of  men  with  being  deficient  in  patriotifm  at 
this  moment.  I  do  not  fee  any  fuch  deficiency. 
I  fee  all  men,  of  all  ranks  and  orders,  vying  with 
each  other  in  their  aclive  exertions, from  the  boat- 
men on  theThames,  to  theNobles  andPrinces  of  the 
land.  To  the  individual,  who  has  the  ability  and 
not  the  will  to  make  any  exertion  at  all,  I  hope 
that  contempt  will  attach  which  is  juftly  due  to  all 
fuch  minor  traitors,  for  fuch  they  are ;  but  really, 
before  I  can  confent  to  brand  with  cenfure  any  re- 
fpe&able  body  of  men,  I  mult  fee  much  flronger 
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proofs  than  any  the   True  Englijbman   has  ad- 
duced. , 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  the  ba/ty  zeal  of 
your  Correfpondent  has  not  permitted  him  to 
make  the  neceffary  enquiry  before  he  wrote  upon 
the  fubje6l;  had  he  given  himfelf  proper  time, 
and  fought  for  proper  information,  he  would,  I  am 
perfuaded,  have  been  more  candid.  The  efforts 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  are  not  confined  to  the 
munificence  of  the  Nobleman  I  have  juft  mention- 
ed; to  the  fpirited  exertions  of  the  Dukes  of 
Northumberland  and  Bedford;  to  the  very 
fine  Corps  of  Cavalry  enrolled  under  Mr.  Vil- 
liers;  look  at  every  part  of  the  Country,  and 
you  will,  fee  the  fame  effe&s,  though  on  a  leffer 
fcale.  You  will  fee  Corps  of  both  Infantry  and 
Cavalry  Marling  up  daily  into  exiftence,  under  the 
aufpices  of  men  of  rank  and  fortune,  and  at  a  great 
expence  to  thofe  Gentlemen;  and  thefe  entirely 
independent  of  the  parochial  enrolment.  It  would 
ferve  to  appal  the  enemy,  and  to  cheer  the  fpirits 
of  the  Country,  if  you,  Sir,  could  procure  a  lift  of 
thefe  different  Corps  of  Volunteers :  and  indeed,  I 
hope,  after  what  has  been  faid,  that  the  ^nt|e. 
men  concerned  in  railing  tb*~  wilj5  by  giving 
you  the  neceffary  •station,  enable  you  to  pre- 
fent  us  with  the  encouraging  catalogue.  I  know 
of  many  fuch  myfelf;  but,  fearful  of  inaccuracy, 
I  am  unwilling  to  enter  on  the  detail;  hoping  that 
it  will  be  done  by  fome  perfon  or  perfons  more 
adequate  to  the  tafk. 

With  refped  even  to  the  contributions  to  the 
Patriotic  Fund,  I  am  perfuaded  your  Correfpon- 
dent is  much  too  hafty  in  his   conclufions.     The 
landed  Gentry  had  fcarcely  returned  to  their  Conn- 
ie try 
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try  refidences,  when  they  called  their  friends  and 
their  neighbours  together;  and  feveral  county  fub- 
fcriptions  are  already  commenced. 

Before  I  conclude,  Sir,  permit  me  to  correct 
one  eflential  and  obvious  miftake  of  your  Corres- 
pondent: he  has  faid,  «  that  the  flake  which 
men  of  Landed  Property,  and  thofe  dependent  on 
our  eftablifhments,  hold  in  the  country,  is  much 
deeper"  than  that  of  Commercial  Men,  and  thofe 
pofTeffed  of  Perfonal  Property;  and  he  would  in- 
fer, that  the  former  have  a  ftronger  intereft  in  the 
Defence  of  the  Country.  This,  Sir,  I  altogether 
deny.  In  a  former  letter  I  have  deprecated  the 
miferable  andabfurd  idea  that  this  is  a  war  for  Pro- 
perty. We  are  all  equally  interefted  in  the  defence 
of  the  Country,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich;  for  the 
poor  mans  all  is  as  dear  to  him  as  the  abundance  of 
his  richer  neighbour.  But  really,  Sir,  if  there  is  to 
be  any  diftin&ion  made,  I  mult  fay,  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Commercial  and  Monied  Intereft  is 
in  much  greater  danger  from  a  French  invafion  than 
that  of  the  Landed  Gentry,  and  for  this  plain  rea- 
fon,  that  theirs  is  a  much  more  perifhable  commo- 
dity. E\CV*  an  unfuccefsful  invafion  would  fhake 
the  foundations  offoifiC  of  that  property,  while  the 
land  would  remain  where  it  is.  Without  wifhing 
to  depreciate  in  the  leaft  the  commercial  part  of 
the  community,  for  they  are  an  honour  to  Bri- 
tain— and  I  honour  their  liberality  upon  every  oc- 
cafion — I  honour  the  talents  of  many  among  them ; 
yet  I  may  be  permitted  to  obferve,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther the  fkill  nor  the  induflry  of  our  great  Manu- 
facturers and  Traders  that  produces  their  profits ; 
it  is  their  capital.  Deftroy  that,  and  they  are,  as 
Traders  and  Manufacturers,  effectually  deftroyed ; 
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and,  in  many  inftances,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  capi . 
tal  would  be  deftroyed  or  effentially  injured  by 
even  an  unfuccefsful  invafion.     I  would  not  have 
mentioned  this  fubjeft,  Sir,  had  it  not  been  point- 
edly called  For  by  the  obfervation  of  your  Cor- 
refpondent.     I  wifh  not  to  create  invidious  dis- 
tinctions ;  I  wifh  not  to  excite  any  groundlefs  jea- 
loufies  amongfl  ourfelves.     It  is  the  object  of  this 
letter  to  put  them  all  to  fleep*     We  have  all,  as 
I  before  obferved*  even  the  pooreft  amongft  us, 
fufficient  caufe  to  love  our  Country;  we  have  all 
fufficient  motives  to  defend  it.     Let  us,  therefore, 
avoid  every  caufe  of  diffention;  let  us  not  com- 
plain of  a  deficiency  of  patriotifm,  when  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom  furnifhes  us  with  the  moft  de~ 
cifive  and  fatisfa&ory  proofs  that  the  fpirit  and 
loyalty  of  the   Nation  have  fcarcely  ever  been 
wound  up  to  fo  high  a  pitch.    Let  us  not,  by  inju- 
rious imputations,  wound  the  feelings  of  any   re- 
fpe&able  clafs  of  our  fella  w-fubj  efts;  at  leaft,  be- 
fore we  venture  to  advance  fuch  imputations,  let 
us  be  certain  to  advance  them  on  fufficient  proof. 

Auguft  22.  VALERIUS. 

If  any  man  but  ferioufly  confiders  the  dreadful 
confequences  which  enfued  from  the  clamour 
raifed  againft  the  Arijlacracy  in  France^  he  will  be 
extremely  cautious  of  countenancing  any  fuch  cla- 
mour in  this  Country.  Doubtlefs,  many  of  thofe 
who  unfortunately  joined  in  exclaiming  againft  the 
NoblefTe  in  the  firft  ftages  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, did  not  forefee  the  lamentable  effects  which 
were  to  fucceed. 


E  2  LET- 


56 


LETTER    IX. 
TO  TEE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES. 

SIR, 

IN  the  courfe  of  my  correfpondence  with  you, 
I  have  regarded  the  public  advantage  more  than 
any  perfonal  confideration ;  and  I  would  much  ra- 
ther be  efteemed  an  ufeful,  than  a  brilliant  writer. 
The  fubjecl:  on  which  I  now  addrefs  you  is,  I  think, 
of  equal  importance  with  any  that  has  lately  engag- 
ed the  public  attention :  but  I  do  not  wifti  it  to 
be  treated  as  a  party  queftion  ;  and  as  far  as  /  am 
concerned,  to  view  it  in  fuch  a  light  will  be  un- 
juft. 

It  is  the  glorious  privilege  of  our  happy  Confti- 
tution,  that  the  characters  and  conduct  of  all  pub- 
lic men  may  be  freely  difcuffed ;  but  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  all  privileges  that  they  are  liable  to  abufe. 
To  cenfure  Minifters  is  often  falutary,  I  might  fay 
neceflary  to  the  public  profperity ;  but  that  cen- 
fure ought  to  be  in  feafon.  There  are  times  when 
even  palpable  errors  ought  to  be  overlooked,  ra- 
ther than  unfettle  or  diftracl  the  Government;  but 
at  fuch  times  to  bring  forward  charges  which  can- 
not be  proved,  or,  what  is  worfe,  to  advance  in- 
imuations  which  admit  of  no  investigation,  is  the 
aft,  not  of  a  patriot,  but  of  a  traitor.  I  have  made 
life*,  Sir,  of  a  ftrong  phrafe;  but  really  at  fuch  a 
crifLs  as  the  prefent,  to  diffeminate  doubts  and  fears 
of  the  capacity  of  Minifters  to  fave  the  country, 
efpecially  if  thefe  doubts  be  without  argument  or 
proof  to  fupport  them,  is  little  ihort  of  treafon.   It 
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is  to  give  fpirit  and  vigour  to  the  enemy;  to  en^ 
courage  him  in  all  his  defperate  defigns;  it  is  to 
propagate  defpondencyamongourfelves,  when  we 
are  told  that  our  fafety  is  entrufted  to  hands  which 
are  incapable  of  eftablifhing  it ;  it  is  the  word  ef- 
fort of  Jacobin  malignity;  and  whoever  will  at- 
tentively read  the  laft  pages  that  record  the  annals 
of  the  French  Monarchy,  will  find,  that  it  was  by 
fuch  artifices  as  thefe,  that  the  execrable  faclion  to 
which  I  allude  efFecled  its  downfall.  They  infufed 
doubts  into  the  public  mind,  to  the  difadvantage 
of  every  adminiflration  of  whom  the  unfortunate 
monarch  made  choice;  they  rendered  the  fitua- 
tion  of  minifters  irkfome  and  uncomfortable. 
Thus  the  enemy  without  was  encouraged  to  ad- 
vance, and  the  feditious  within  accomplifhed  that 
fatal  blow,  by  which  all  regular  Government  was  at 
once  annihilated,  and  the  molt  hideous  and  bloody 
anarchy  eftablifhed  in  its  place. 

The  infinuations  to  which  I  refer  are  the  more 
wicked  and  malignant,  becaufe  they  are  only  inji~ 
nuations.  Direct  charges  may  be  fairly  met  and 
difproved  if  they  be  falfe ;  but  fuch  inuendoes 
make  an  impreffion,  becaufe  they  admit  not  of 
proof;  and  though  facls  may  be  againft  them  in 
every  inftance  alledged,  flill  the  aflertion  is  of  a 
metaphyfical  nature,  and  becaufe  it  cannot  be  em- 
bodied, it  is  impoffible  to  encounter  it. 

I  am  furprifed  to  obferve,  that  thefe  infinuations 
proceed  almoft  excluiively  from  the  remnants  of 
the  Old  Oppofition.  What  thefe  men  would  be 
at  I  can  fcarcely  conjecture,  unlefs  it  be  the  de- 
finition, not  only  of  the  Minifiry,  but  of  the  Mo- 
narchy itfelf.  Do  they  wifh  once  more  to  fee  the 
houfe  of  Grenville  in  the  plenitude  of  power? 
E  3  For 
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For  their  fakes  I  could  almoft  wifh  it;  I  could  al- 
molt  advife  the  Minifter  to  a  coalition  with  that 
ambitious  family.  The  party  whofe  mean  and  il- 
liberal attacks  I  am  now  oppofing,  would  foon  find 
the  difference;  they  would  lament  a  meafure, 
which  their  conduct  at  prefent  is  only  calculated 
to  promote ;  they  would  lament  it  in  fackcloth  and 
allies. 

If  his  Majesty's  prefent  fervants  were  difmifs- 
ed,  there  are  only  two  parties  to  whom  he  could 
have  recourfe  to  form  an  Adminiftration,  Mr.  Fox 
and  his  party;  or  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Grenvilles. 
To  promote  the  views  of  the  firft  of  thefe  parties 
is  undoubtedly  the  object,  of  the  writers  to  whom 
I  am  now  replying:  but  are  thefe  writers  fo  defti- 
tute  of  information,  fo  devoid  of  all  common  pow- 
ers of  reflection,  as  to  indulge  for  a  moment  the 
fond  and  delufive  hope  of  feeing  Mr.  Fox  once 
more  the  Minifter  of  this  Country?  I  have  no  per- 
fonal  objection  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  I  am  very  far 
"from  wiming  to  wound  his  feelings;  but  I  could 
{late  reafons  which  would  prove  to  demonftra- 
tion  that  he  never  can  be  in  that  fituation.  If 
every  other  obftacle  were  removed,  there  is  a  ftrong, 
an  active,  an  opulent,  a  moft  powerful  party  in  the 
Nation,  whofe  prejudices  are  not  to  be  overcome, 
and  who  would  not  reft  till  he  were  again  difplaced. 
I  refpeft  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Fox  as  highly  as  any 
man ;  but  I  recollect,  that  even  during  his  Jhort  ad- 
miniftration charges  of  ineonfiftency  were  brought, 
and  of  much  greater  magnitude  than  any  that  have 
been  advanced  againft  the  prefent  Miniftry.  I  re- 
'collect.  it  being  alledged  that  Mr.  Fox,  before  his 
entrance  into  office,  boafted  "  of  having  a  peace 
in  his  pocket,"  and  yet  confuming  the  whole  pe- 
riod 
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riod  of  his  firft  Adminiftration  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  which  was  only  terminated  by  his  fucceflbr. 
I  recollect  his  declarations,  his  threats  againft  Lord 
North;  and  I  recollect  his  coalition  with  that 
nobleman.  I  recoiled  taxes  which  he  had  con- 
demned being  afterwards  adopted.  Thofe  who 
infpec\  the  debates  of  Parliament,  will  find  much 
more  to  recoiled.  But  I  will  only  afk,  has  Mr. 
Addington  yet  been  guilty  of  inconfiftencies 
like  thefe? 

The  other  party  is  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Gren- 
vi  lles;  but  will  the  OidOppofJion  tell  us,  that  confif- 
tcncy  is  to  be  expected  from  them  ?  The  debates  of 
Parliament  during  the  late  adminiftration,  are  little 
elfe  than  a  collection  of  charges  of  inconjijiency 
brought  by  the  Oppofition  againft  the  Miniftry  „ 
"  They  never  a£ied  on  any  principle  or  fyftem," 
— "  They  had  no  fixed  plan  whatever," — "  They 
were  a  Miniftry  of  expedients," — "  They  exifted 
by  exciting  alarms;"  and  the  name  of  "  exifting 
circumftances"  was  appropriated  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
characleriftic  of  his  Adminiftration.  The  war  it- 
felf  was  (according  to  thefe  Gentlemen)  atiffue  of 
inconfiftencies.  "  It  was  commenced  for  one  ob- 
ject, and  was  carried  on  for  another."*  At  one 
time  it  was  laid  to  the  aggrefjion  of  France ;  after- 
wards (when  France  appeared  willing  to  fubmit  to 
terms,  and  an  overture  was  made  by  Le  Brun,) 
it  became  a  war  for  "  religion  and  facial  order." 
At  one  time  it  was  to  obtain  "  indemnity  for  the 
pair,  and  fecurity  for  the  future;"  at  another,  "  it 
was  to  feat  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  on  the  Throne." 
Such  were  the  arguments  of  Oppofition  againft  a 
Miniftry  whom  they  now  affect,  faintly  to  extol. 
A  writer  in  their  intereft,  and  who  may  be  fup- 
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pofed  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  party,  characterizes 
Mr.  Pitt's  Miniftry  as  a  "  temporifing  ynake-Jhift 
Adminiftration,  which  purfued  no  meafures  what- 
ever with  confiftency ;"  and  he  adds,  as  a  proof, "  that 
kis  a  well-known  fa6t,  that  a  meafure  of  the  higheft 
national  importance,  which  had  been  ordered  in  the 
afternoon,  has  been  revoked  the  fucceeding  morn- 
ing." Nay,  the  flyle  of  the  party  is  not  yet  alter- 
ed in  this  particular  inftance;  for,  in  the  only  pa- 
per which  appears  at  prefent  to  be  exclufively  in 
the  interefl  of  the  Old  Oppofition,  I  find,  yefter- 
day  morning,  the  following  paragraph : — "  With 
all  the  pretenfwns  to  vigour  and  energy  which  the 
late  Minifters  laid  claim  to,  their  military  plans  in 
Europe  evinced  every  feature  of  imbecility.  In 
hardly  one  inftance  were  the  means  proportioned 
to  the  end.  Succefs  might  attend  them  j  but  this 
was  a  fuccefs  attributable  to  chance,  and  not  to  be 
afcribed  Xoforejight.  The  provifions  made  to  en- 
fure  fuccefs  were  notfucb  as  wife  men  were  entitled 
to  calculate  upon,  according  to  any  of  the  princi- 
ples which  govern  human  affairs.  The  expedition 
to  Egypt  itfelf  is  no  exception  to,  this  general  affcr- 
tion.  Every  military  man  now  knows  that  the 
number  of  troops  fent  out  under  the  command  of 
the  gallant  General  Abercrombie,  was  far  from 
being  adequate  to  the  hazardous  nature  of  the  en- 
terprize.  It  is  not,  it  cannot  now  be  attempted 
to  be  denied,  that  Minifters  were  Jhame fully  igno- 
rant of  the  numbers  and  fituation  of  the  French 
troops  in  Egypt.  They  fent  out  an  army  not  defigned 
to  expel  the  French  troops  from  that  country,  after 
a  long  and  fevere  campaign,  and  by  the  lofs  of 
many  of  our  beft  troops,  and  the  death  of  one  of 
our  braveft  and  moil  experienced  Generals.  They 
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fent  out  this  army  to  receive  the  emaciated  remains 
of  a  ruined  force,  to  accept  the  furrender  of  a  few 
thoufand  men,  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to 
lay  down  their  arms  to  the  firft  enemy  that  fummon- 
ed  them.  The  gallantry  of  the  troops,  and  the 
difunion  that  prevailed  among  the  French  Gene- 
rals, infured  fuccefs  to  the  enterprize;  but  it  is 
monftrous  and  unjuft  to  afcribe  the  honour  of  a 
conqueft  to  thole  men,  whole  ignorance  might 
have  devoted  to  deftru&ion  one  of  the  fineft  ar- 
mies which  ever  embarked  on  a  foreign  expedi- 
tion. From  the  knowledge  of  the  difafters  which 
attended  the  military  plans  of  the  late  Minifters^ 
the  public  have  a  right  to  expecl  of  the  prefent 
Servants  of  the  Crown,  that  they  will  avoid  the 
errors  which  marked  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  pre- 
ceded them."  It  is  unneceffary  to  repeat  the 
charges  of  inconjiftency  and  changeable  conducl 
which  were  alledged  by  the  fame  Gentlemen  againft 
the  late  Miniftry  with  refpecl  to  their  negociations. 
The  pacific  overture  of  Le  Brun  was  haughtily 
rejected;  and  yet  they  condefcended  to  di (patch 
Lord  Malmesbury  to  Paris  to  folicit  a  peace.  A 
negociation  was  carried  on  at  Lifle,  much  to  the 
humiliation  of  Great  Britain;  and  yet  the  letter  of 
the  First  Consul,  foliciting  the  reftoration  of 
peace,  was  treated  with  unexampled  contumely. 
It  is  unneceffary  to  repeat  what  has  been  fo  often 
urged  on  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  El  Arifch.  In 
the  fame  way,  with  refpeft  to  foreign  alliances,  at 
one  time  it  was,  pay  all,  fubfidize  all-,  at  another, 
it  was  better  to  ftand  alone.  Such  are  the  charges 
brought  by  the  Old  Oppofition  againft  the  late  ad- 
miniftration;  now,  Sir,  let  us  hear  what  they  have 
to  alledge  on  this  ground  againft  the  prefent. 
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The  only  facts  which  carry  with  them  any  thing 
like  inconfiftency  in  Mr.  Addington's  conduct, 
are  two  !  In  the  courfe  of  two  years,  he  has,  in 
two  inftances,  incurred  a  charge  to  which  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  almoft  daily  been  expofed.  The 
firft  of  thefe  reflects  the  higheft  honour  on  his  can- 
dour and  humanity;  on  the  fuggeftion  (not  of  Mr. 
Pitt  alone,  for  that  has  been  fufficiently  refuted, 
but)  of  many  of  the  County  Members,  and  other 
refpectable  fupporters  of  Government,  he  made 
an  alteration  in  his  Property  Bill,  an  exemption 
in  favour  of  fmall  funded  and  landed  proprietors, 
an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan! The  Public  loft  by  the  claufe;  but  the 
Minifler  gained  the  applaufe  of  the  poor,  and  the 
prayers  of  the  diftrefled.  What  would  have  been 
laid,  if  he  had  remained  inflexible  on  fuch  a  fub- 
ject? — The  other  charge  relates  to  the  change  of 
fyftem  with  refpect  to  the  Volunteer  Corps;  but 
this  charge  is  atprefent  prematurely  urged.  When 
we  hear  the  reafons  of  Government  for  adopting 
this  meafure,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  difcufs  it. 
For  my  own  part,  from  their  paft  conduct,  I  feel 
a  confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  Go- 
vernment. I  believe  they  would  not  reject  what 
was  eflential  to  our  fecurity;  nor  difguft  any  part 
of  the  nation,  unlefs  compelled  by  the  itrongeft 
neceflity ! 

But  "MlAddington  acts  upon  the  fyftem  and 
principles  of  no  one  of  the  great  parties  which  di- 
vide this  nation.  On  one  occafion  he  concurs 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  on  another  with  Mr.  Fox," 
and  therefore  it  is  moft  curioujly  inferred  that  "  he 
has  no  opinion  of  his  own  ! ! !"  Rifum  teneatis  f 
If  I  were  afked  for  a  direct  proof  that  a  man  acts 
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from  himfcif,and  is  under  no  tutorage  whatever,  this 
would  be  the  very  proof  that  I  would  adduce ;  that 
he  fquares  and  fafhions  his  conduct  by  the  opini- 
ons of  no  one  man,  of  no  one  party,  but  is  fome- 
times  approved  by  the  one,  and  fometimes  by  the 
other.  I  may  add,  that  in  all  he  has  the  appro- 
bation of  the  public.  Long  may  he  enjoy,  long 
may  he  deferve  it ! 

The  wifdom,  firmnefs,  and  vigour,  of  Miniftry, 
are  amply  fhewn  in  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  Seflion  of 
Parliament.  I  molt  firmly  believe  that  no  other 
fet  of  men  in  this  kingdom  would  have  dared,  no 
other  fet  of  men  could  have  carried,  a  feries  of 
fuch  important,  fuch  gigantic  rneafures,  as  they 
were  very  properly  termed.  -  In  that  Jhort  period 
we  have  feen  the  public  revenue  reformed  and  im- 
proved to  the  extent  of  feveral  millions.  We 
have  feen  a  war,  formidable  above  other  wars, 
commenced  and  carried  on  with  a  permanent  bur- 
then upon  the  people  of  only  ten  millions.  We 
have  feen  the  army  and  navy  recruited  in  a  fhort, 
fpace  of  time,  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever 
was  known  at  the  commencement  of  a  war;  we 
have  feen  the  whole  militia  force  of  the  kingdom 
called  out,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  men;  we 
have  feen  an  additional  regular  army  of  50.000 
created  as  if  by  magic  ;  and  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
people  regularly  embodied  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  Yet  this  is  the  Adminiftration  which  is 
deficient  in  energy  and  fpirit!!! 

The  unqualified  approbation  bellowed  on  the 
talents  of  Mr.  Addington,  by  fo  able  a  judge  as 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  Debates  of  the  nth  and  16th  of 
February,  1801 ;  the  commendation  which  he  has 
iince  bellowed  upon  the  condu£t  and  abilities  of 
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the  Minifters ;  and  the  warm  and  generous  praife 
of  Mr.  Sheridan;  might  be  juftly  confidered  as 
an  adequate  counterpoife  to  the  petty  infinuations 
of  anonymous  fcribblers.  3ut  j  afk  for  no  credit 
to  Minifters  upon  fuch  grounds.  Let  them  not  be 
prejudged;  and  let  them  be  judged  by  their  con- 
duel.  To  this  they  will,  I  dare  believe,  be  con- 
tent to  appeal ;  and  by  this,  and  this  alone,  let 
them  flan d  approved  or  condemned. 

London,  Sept.  8.  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER  X. 

To  the  VOLUNTEER  ARMY  of  ENGLAND. 
GENTLEMEN, 

IT  is. probable  that  your  generous  intention  of 
repelling  from  your  mores  a  moft  defperate  and 
determined  enemy  will  foon  be  called  into  action. 
On  fuch  a  fubjecl,  I  would  addrefs  my  Country- 
men with  the  firmnefs  and  temper  I  wifh  them  to 
poffefs  on  fo  trying  an  occafion.  I  have  no  fears 
for  the  iffue  of  the  conteft,  if  it  be  managed  with 
wifdom,  as  well  as  with  the  valour  which  I  know 
Englishmen  to  poffefs.  A  moft  efiential  point  is 
not  only  to  make  external  preparations,  but  to 
prepare  our  minds  for  the  conflict.  As  the  dan- 
ger approaches,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  confi- 
der  the  nature  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  have 
to  contend;  and  as  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  know  fome- 
thing  more  of  his  character  than  moft  of  you  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  a  few  obfervations  to  that  effect:  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  unfeafonable. 

Without  wifhing  to  ufe  opprobrious  language, 
I  feel  myfelf  under  an  obligation  to  fpeak  the 
truth.  That  truth  is,  that  Bonaparte  has  com- 
pletely fucceeded  in  demoralizing  the  French  peo- 
ple, and  the  foldiery  more  efpecially.  He  has 
fucceeded  in  rendering  them  proper  inftruments 
for  all  his  moft  wicked  defigns.  In  the  majority 
of  the  French  foldiery  every  feeling  of  humanity 
is  extinct;.  The  circumftances  of  the  Revolution 
have  all  ftrongly  contributed  to  this  effect.     The 
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youth  of  the  nation,  fince  the  fatal  year  1790,  hatf£ 
been  without  education;  religion  has  been  difcard- 
ed;  every  fpecies  of  licentioufncfs  encouraged  ; 
and  they  have  been  eye-witneffes  to  fcenes  of  hor- 
ror and  atrocity  that  rriufl  harden  every  heart,  and 
extinguifh  every  virtuous  fentiment. 

Inured  to  extreme  hardfhips,  during  the  war, 
half  (larved  and  ill  clothed,  yet  indulged  in  ra- 
pine and  !icentioufnefs,the  foldiery  thirft  for  blood 
and  plunder.  Any  change  of  fituation  whatever 
is  bettering  their  condition  in  fome  degree;  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  have  acquired  a  tafte  for  li- 
centious and  depraved  pleafures.  They  are,  there- 
fore, as  to  every  moral  principle,  a  horde  of  ban- 
ditti, and  fit  for  every  defperate  enterprize.  We 
muft  alfo  take  into  our  account  (and  it  would  be 
a  fatal  deception  to  think  otherwife),  that  they  are 
brave,  and  will  fight  with  the  ferocity  of  the  fa- 
vage  animals  they  refemble. 

The  lateft  and  molt  authentic  accounts  from 
France  ftrongly  confirm  this  flatement.  The  French 
foldiers  are  impatient,  almoft  beyond  controul,  for 
the  defcent  upon  England ;  they  are  wound  up 
juft  to  the  point  the  First  Consul  could  wifh; 
they  are  confident  of  Juccefs ;  and  have  the  info- 
lence  to  pronounce,  that  if  they  could  but  effecl;  a 
landing,  the  whole  power  of  England  could  not 
impede  their  progrefs.  It  is  believed  now  by  the 
moftfenfibleperfonsin  France,  that  were  the  First 
Consul  ever  fo  much  difpofed  to  alter  his  mind, 
the  violence  of  the  army  would  not  permit  him  to 
retraft. 

In  what  manner,  therefore,  is  fuch  an  ene- 
my to  be  received  ?  With  cool  and  determined 
courage.     Their  confidence ',  impetuofity^  and  impa- 
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tience,  may  be  turned  to  the  bell  account,  if  they 
are  only  met  with  firmnefs  and  decifion.  Bona- 
parte has  taken  every  means  to  intimidate  our 
countrymen.  He  counts  much  upon  the  rawnefs 
and  inexperience  of  our  troops.  It  is  ludicrous  to 
relate  one  of  his  expedients.  He  has  really  tried 
to  make  his  men  as  frightful  as  poffible.  He 
has  tricked  them  out  with  immenfe  whifkers 
and  grifley  beards!!!  as  if  Englifhmen  were  wo- 
men and  children,  to  be  terrified  with  a  vizor. 

Expect,  therefore,  Countrymen,  to  meet  a  def- 
perate  banditti,  accoutred  in.  all  the  garb  andcir- 
cumftance  of  horror.  But  remember,  they  are 
men — Frenchmen,  of  whom  the  Englifh  people 
never  yet  was  afraid.  They  can  beat  them  at  fea 
—even  if  they  are  three  to  one.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, admit  the  bafe,the  difgraceful  thought,  that 
you  will  be  backward  to  meet  them  man  to  man 
on  more,  or  that  Englifh  fbldiers  will  prove  cow- 
ards, while  Englifh  feamen  are  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  It  was  never,  I  believe,  yet  heard  of, 
that,  equally  circumftanced,  any  number  of  Eng- 
lifhmen fled  before  an  equal  number  of  French- 
men. Your  Countrymen  did  not  flv  at  Valen- 
ciennes, they  did  not  fly  at  Acre,  at  Alexandria. 
Be  then  the  fame  men  that  your  anceftors  were  at 
Blenheim,  Malplaquet,  Ramilies,  and  Quebec. 

Above  all  things  remember,  that  if  they  grap- 
ple with  you  at  clofe  quarters,  flight  is  certain  je~ 
ftruction.  If  your  General,  for  good  reafons, 
founds  a  retreat,  and  that  can  be  made  in  order 
(without  which  no  Britifh  General  would  iffue 
luch  a  command),  it  is  your  duty  to  obey.  But  if 
the  French  once  clofe  upon  you  with  the  bayonet ^ 
determine  to  maintain  your  poft,  to  conquer  or 
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die.  Individually  expect  no  quarter;  for  1  am 
much  miftaken  if  you  will  find  it.  You  are,  in 
general,  more  able-bodied  and  ftronger  men  than 
your  antagonilts,  and,  therefore,  in  a  contelt  with 
the  bayonet,  you  mult  have  the  fuperiority.  The 
charge  will,  however,  be  impetuous  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy.  I  warn  you  to  expect  it;  and  unlefs 
you  enter  the  field  with  a  determination  not  to  give 
way,  you  had  better  not  enter  it  at  all. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  you  demean  yourfelves  like 
Englifhmen,  you  may,  under  Providence,  be 
confident  of  victory.  You  will  find  your  outrage- 
ous foe  yield  to  your  determined  bravery.  The 
contelt  will  foon  be  fettled.  The  ardour  of  French- 
men is  eafily  checked ;  and,  after  a  few  difafters, 
they  will  feel  but  little  induced  to  encounter  you 
again. 

I  will  add,  you  muft  not  forget  that  the  enemy  is 
Jliilled  in  every  manoeuvre  of  modern  war.  Con- 
fummate  caution,  therefore,  not  lefs  than  courage, 
will  be  neceflary  ;  and  while  I  recommend  to  you 
coolnefs  and  firmnefs,  it  muft  be  fhewn  not  lefs  in 
the  beginning,than  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  con- 
teft.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  am  more  afraid  of  your 
impetuofity,  and  impatience  to  encounter  your  ene- 
my, than  I  am  of  any  deficiency  in  fpirit.  It  is 
the  rock  on  which  young  and  brave  troops  too 
commonly  meet  their  deftru&ion.  You  muft, 
therefore,  put  on  a  firm  refolution  to  attend  ftri&ly 
to  the  orders  of  your  Commanders,  neither  to  go 
beyond  them  on  the  one  hand,  nor  to  be  wanting 
in  fulfilling  your  duty  on  the  other. 

Ofiober  20.  VALERIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XI. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES, 


SIR, 


AT  a  crifis  like  the  prefent,  when  unanimity  is 
fo  effential  to  the  interefts,  perhaps  to  the  exift- 
ence,  of  the  nation,  I  fhould  confider  it  as  wicked 
to  fan  the  dying  embers  of  party  fpirit,  or  to  re- 
vive thofe  political  diffentions  which  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  our  country.  It  is  in  the  hope  of 
compofing,  and  not  with  a  defire  of  exciting  diffe- 
rences, that  I  venture  to  addrefs  you.  I  wifh  to 
offend  neither  any  man  nor  any  party  5  I  wifh  only 
that  my  countrymen  fhould  think,  with  fome  degree 
of  liberality  upon  public  affairs;  and  I  would  claim 
for  Minifters  that  juftice  only,  which,  to  other 
men,  it  would  be  a  crime  to  refufe.  It  is  com- 
mon, I  believe,  to  confider  Minifters  as  fair  game, 
and  to  load  them  with  abufe,  whether  they  deferve 
it  or  not;  but  furely  this  is  not  acting  upon  the 
fyftem  of  Britifh  jurifprudence.  It  may  fuit  the 
regime  of  Bonaparte  or  Robespierre,  to  con- 
demn without  a  trial;  but  in  England,  to  arraign 
upon  general  charges,  without  any  reference  to 
fads,  is  not  cenfure,  but  defamation. 

If,  Sir,  I  might  be  permitted  to  criticife,  in  one 
inftance,  the  conduct  of  your  paper,  I  would  fay, 
that  in  calling  certain  Journalifls  the  ci-devant  Ja- 
cobins, you  have  been  guilty  of  a  mifnomer.  I 
confefs,  I  fee  nothing  like  repentance,  and  much 
lefs  reformation,  in  thefe  Editors.  They  dare  not, 
in  oppofition  to  the  public  opinion5  praife  the 
F  First 
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First  Consul  of  France,  or  defend  openly  his 
meafures ;  but  they  are  ftill,  upon  true  Jacobin  prin- 
ciples, endeavouring  to  render  the  people  discon- 
tented with  their  Government — diffeminating  a 
diftruft  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown ;  and  that 
with  an  unblufhing  front  of  falfehood,  calculated 
to  impofe  on  the  weak  and  ill-informed,  and  with 
a  malignant  fubtlety  which  eludes  refutation,  by 
advancing  only  a  general  charge. 

It  may  afford  fome  confolation  to  the  friends  of 
the  prefent  Miniftry,  to  hear  their  talents  and  vir- 
tues ftill  rated  above  thofe  of  their  predeceflbrs. — 
"  Thofe  (fay  thefe  Gentlemen)  who  are  the  loudeft 
in  condemning  Mr.  Aldington,  would  have  us 
once  more  take  refuge  in  the  Admin  iftration  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  They  bid  us  look  for  unity  of  counfel  in 
the  men  who  fent  Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  Ireland 
with  full  powers,  and  almoft  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  emancipating  the  Catholics,  and  difgraced  him 
in  three  months  for  obeying  their  own  commands 
— thofe  are  held  up  as  models  of  decifive  con- 
duel:  and  confident  principle,  who,  in  a  war,  un- 
dertaken to  reftore  the  Bourbons,  took  Valenci- 
ennes for  the  Emperor,  Dunkirk  for  the  King  of 
En  g  l  an  D,and  Toulon  for  the  Ki  n  g  of  the  Fren  ch, 
and  the  Conftitution  of  1789.  We  are  to  expeft 
vigour  and  felicity  in  the  conduct  of  a  war,  from  the 
projectors  of  the  invafion  of  Holland,  and  the  ex- 
pedition to  St.  Domingo ;  from  the  heroes  of  £>ui- 
beron,  Ferrol,  and  of  Cadiz.  We  are  to  be  led  to 
glory  and  fuccefs  by  the  very  men  whofe  fhameful 
mifmanagement  of  the  laft  war  made  it  neceffary  to 
acquiefce  in  a  degrading  peace.  We  are  to  place 
implicit  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  discre- 
tion of  thofe,  whofe  arrogant  refufal  to  negotiate, 
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when  we  might  have  done  fo  with  honour,  reduced 
us,"  &c  * 

Thus,  Sir,  thefe  felf-ele£ted  umpires  of  politi- 
cal talent,  will  neither  have  Mr.  Pitt  nor  Mr. 
Addington  for  a  Minifter.  Let  them,  then, 
boldly  Hand  forth,  and  let  them  name  the  men  who 
are  to  fuperfede  the  prefent  Minifters;  let  them 
bring  forward  thofe  incomparable  Statefmen  who 
are  neither  weak  nor  corrupt;  thofe  fteady  confif- 
tent  politicians,  who  never  fwerved  from  their  pro- 
feflions,  who  never  deviated  into  error.  Whether 
they  fummon  thefe  choice  fpirits  from  Brook es's 
orfrom  Art hur's, from  the  Whig  Club,  the  Scotch 
Convention,  or  the  Correfponding  Society,  let 
them  be  no  longer  ajhamed  to  name  them.  What- 
ever they  are,  their  merits  fhall  be  canvafled  ;  and 
I  will  promife  not  to  imitate  the  difingenuoufhefs 
of  my  antagonifts;  I  will  arraign  them,  if  they 
are  to  be  arraigned,  not  by  epithets,  but  by  fa&s. 

London,  Nov.  i.  VALERIUS. 

P.  S.  Whoever  will  attend  to  the  infidious  de- 
traction of  the  Volunteer  Corps  in  the  Paper  al- 
luded to  of  Monday,  under  the  guife  of  commen- 
dation, will  fee  that  the  Jpirit  of  Jacobinifm  con- 
tinues the  fame,  whatever  mafic  it  may  be  convex 
nient  to  wear  for  the  prefent.     This  is  literally  to 

**  Damn  with  faint  praife,  aflent  with  civil  leer, 
"  Himfelf  not  fneering,  others  teach  to  fneer." 

The  open  abufe  of  Cobbett  is  more  honeft, 
and  lefs  mifchievous.  The  generous  applaufe  of 
their  Sovereign,  conveyed  in  fuch  handfome 
and  forcible  terms ;  the  approbation  of  fo  many 
diftinguifhed  and  veteran  Commanders,  will,  how- 
ever, amply  counter-balance  fuch  unworthy  attacks. 
F  2  LET^ 

*  Morning  Qironicle,  October  21; 
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LETTER  XII. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  WILLIAM  WINDHAM, 

EX-MINISTER  AT  WAR. 

SIR, 

IF  we  infpecl;  the  writings  of  a  perfon  for  whom 
you  have  avowed  your  partiality,  and  if  we  confi- 
der  the  fhare  and  intereft  which  you  are  reported 
to  have  taken  in  the  publications  of  that  perfon,  it 
is  only  fair  to  conclude,  that  you  are  no  enemy  to 
notoriety,  and  that  you  efteem  it  no  intolerable 
grievance  to  fee  your  name  occafionally  grace  the 
columns  of  a  Newfpaper.  Your  virtues  were  not 
intended  to  wither  in  the  fhade ;  and  there  are  men 
who  fufpeft,  that  even  the  eccentricities  which  dif- 
tinguifh  your  Parliamentary  harangues,  are  defign- 
ed  purpofely  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  public ; 
and  that,  like  fome  other  perfons  equally  well-in- 
tentioned,  you  would  rather  be  remarkable  for  any 
thing,  than  not  remarkable  at  all.  In  this  refpe£t, 
Sir,  I  have  little  doubt  but  you  will  be  amply  gra- 
tified. I  will  be  candid  enough  to  confefs,  that  I 
have  myfelf  long  fince  marked  you  out,  as  one  who 
is  in  every  refpecl  deferving  of  my  attention  ;  and 
that  I  fhall  obferve  you  with  the  fame  anxious  cu- 
fiofity  that  I  mould  regard  one  of  thofe  beacons, 
or  iignal  polls,  that  are  ere&ed  to  give  us  notice  of 
the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

You  are  not,  Sir,  to  confider  thefe  expref- 
fions  as  founded  in  difrefpefr ;  I  mean  them  as  a 
compliment  to  your  fincerity.  In  fome  of  the 
party  with  whom  you  have  thought  proper  to  con- 
nect 
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necl  yourfelf,  there  is  a  degree  of  political  caution, 
of  French  fineffe,  which  leaves  us  in  the  dark  with 
refpeft:  to  their  motives  and  defigns.  You,  Sir, 
are  compofed  of  better  materials;  you  are  of  plain 
Englifh  ituff.  Your  generous  intemperance  was 
deftined  by  Providence  to  fave  your  country^ 
fmce  it  prompts  you  to  difclofe,  prematurely,  the 
machinations  of  a  party  who  might  otherwife  effect 
its  ruin.  It  is,  indeed,  in  this  view,  that  I  regard 
you  as  a  perfon  of  importance ;  and,  much  as  I  may 
privately  re fpecl;  the  talents  of  Mr.  Windham,  I 
fhould  certainly  not  deem  it  right  to  occupy  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  public  on  the  fentiments 
of  an  individual,  did  I  not  conceive  that,  in  your 
declamation  of  Wednefday,  you  were  uttering  the 
fentiments  of  a  party. 

It  was,  I  confefs,  matter  of  great  furprife  to  me 
to  learn,  that  you  were  in  the  Houfe  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  feffion,  and  that  you  omitted  the  oppor- 
tunity of  mingling  in  the  debate.  My  furprife  was 
augmented,  wheiVl  found  alfo,  that  jyoar  old  Monitor^ 
he  who,  by  his  fignificant  geftures,  was  accuftom- 
ed  to  reftrain  your  exceffes,  or  to  compel  you 
to  a  reluclant  filence,  was  abfent.  Under  what 
vow,  under  what  folemn  engagement  to  your  al- 
lies, was  it,  Sir,  that  on  fuch  an  occafion  you  pof- 
fefled  the  gift  of  continence  in  almoft  a  miraculous 
degree  ?  There  is,  doubtlefs,  fome  myftery  in  the 
matter  (for  your  party,  notwithstanding  their  con- 
nection with  you,  were  always  dealers  in  myftery), 
which  time  only  can  unravel.  On  the  following 
day,  however,  it  feems,  you  confidered  yourfelf 
as  abfolved  from  thefe  Eleufinian  rites  (infanis  le* 
gibus  Jolutus)  ;  and,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  expreflion,  you 
were  your  own  man  again.  You  difcharged  your 
F  3  pop- 
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pop  gun  at  Miniftry;  you  emptied  it  of  its  coi> 
tents,  and  were  confequently  relieved.  I  am  told 
that  your  party  flood  ftupified  with  wonder,  when 
they  obferved  you  rife  from  your  feat.  By  the 
oppcfite  party  your  harangue  was  'received  with 
the  moft  perfect  indifference ;  not  one  confidered 
it  as  worthy  of  a  reply.  The  queftion  was  put 
with  the  ufual  fang/void,  and  the  Houfe  feparated 
as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

But  all  this  1  grant,  Sir,  is  foreign  to  the  pur- 
pofe ;  what  is  it  to  us,  or  to  the  Public,  whether 
you  were  anfwered  or  not;  or  whether  you 
were  noticed  or  not?  I  have  already  decla- 
red that  I  was  not  now  prompted  to  addrefs  you  as 
the  individual  Mr.  Windham — the  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, whom  I  have  heard  load  Mr.  Pitt  and  the 
Grenvilles  with  every  opprobrious  epithet,  as 
men  of  the  moft  contemptible  talents  and  attain- 
ments*; as  the  fag-ends  of  the  two  great  parties  of 
the  Nation;  as  men  who  by  chicanery  and  back- 
flairs  trick,  flole  into  offices  for  which  they  were 
utterly  incompetent,  to  the  exclufion  of  all  the  great 
and  venerable  ftatefmen  of  the  age — the  Mr.  Wi  n  d- 
ham,  whom  I  law  defert  thofe  great  and  venera- 
ble ftatefmen,  and  join  the  Miniflers  whom  he  had 
before  reprefented  as  almoft  unfit  for  an  office  in  his 
Majesty's  ftables.  It  is  not  as  Mr.  Windham 
that  I  wifh  to  notice  you  at  prefent:  it  is  as  the  or- 
gan and  reprefentative  of  the  only  party  which  at 
prefent  may  be  called  an  Oppofition. 

You  commence,  Sir,  with   a  moft  curious  dif- 
tin&ion,  one  which  requires  a  little  previous  ac- 
quaintance with  your  ftyle  of  oratory  to  compre- 
hend; 

*  I  fhall  one  day  turn  over  the  Parliamentary  Debates  for 
i'ome  years  back,  in  ordef  to  exhibit  a  fpecimea  of  the  confix 
cncy  of  modern  Statefmen. 


hend;  a  diftin&ion  between  approving  his  Majef- 
ty's Government  and  his  Majefty's  Minifters. 
But  we  will  not  now  enter  upon  a  difcuflion  which 
might  a  little  embarrafs  even  your  ingenuity.  I 
am  content  to  underftand  you  in  your  own  fenfe, 
which  is  undoubtedly  this :  "  When  I  am  utterly 
unable  to  point  out  any  error  in  the  conduct  of  his 
Majefty's  Government,  then  I  frankly  and  honeflly 
confefs,  that  it  is  only  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
perfonally  that  I  have  an  objection :  and  yet  not 
perfonally  neither — for  I  have  no  right  to  /peak  dif~ 
paragingly  of  their  general  abilities.  I  have  no  right 
to  fay,  there  are  no  talents  among  the  Gentlemen  op- 
pqfite.  I  have  no  right  to  fay,  they  are  not  men  of 
cultivated  under/landings,  of  liberal  education,  of 
very  good  natural  endowments,  or  to  fay  they  are  not 
read  in  the  hijlory  of  their  country.  But,  in  five 
words,  Sir,  I  am  out  of  place." 

In  doing  juftice  to  the  chara£ler  of  Minifters, 
Sir,  you  have  a&ed  like  a  man  of  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened mind,  who  will  not  condefcend  to  the 
meannefs  of  unfubftantiated  accufation,  or  of  un- 
meaning womanifh  abufe.  The  Minifters  and  their 
friends  cannot  wifh  a  higher  character  than  that 
you  have  beftowed  upon  them.  You  have  allow- 
ed them  to  be  men  of  talents,  men  of  cultivated 
under/landings,  of  very  good  natural  endowments, 
men  who  are  well  read  in  the  hiftory  of  their  coun- 
try. I  think,  and  I  have  always  thought  the  fame; 
and  I  now  affert,  that  in  their  conduct  during  the 
late  negotiation,  and  in  the  wife  and  fpirited  mea- 
fures  which  they  have  iince  adopted  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  they  have  evinced  that  they 
amply  merit  your  eulogium  on  their  "  general  ta- 
lents," But,  Sir,  how  are  we  to  reconcile  thefe 
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fertion,  that  they  are  men  unfit  to  be  trufted  with 
the  government  of  this  country,  and  your  appre- 
hensions that  their  adminiftration  may  furvive  the 
country  itfel'f?  To  have  made  this  afTertion,  with- 
out afligning  a  reafon  or  a  proof,  would  have  been 
to  incur  the  cenfure  from  which  I  have  already 
abfolved  you — that  of  low  and  unmeaning  flander 
and  abufe.  The  Jacobin  Journal,  (with  great  con- 
fiftency  I  admit),  reprefents  you  as  making  the  af- 
fertion  without  the  fhadow  of  a  proof.  Other  Pa- 
pers, evidently  better  informed,  report  your  fpeech 
as  referring  to  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  by  which  you 
aflert  that  Minifters  "  figned  the  death-warrant  of 
the  country."  I  have  not  now  time,  Sir,  to  difcufs 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens;  nor  can  it  be  neceffary  to 
invefiigate  again  a  meafure  which  has  been  folemn- 
ly  fanftioned  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
in  Parliament;  which  was  univerfally  called  for  by 
the  voice  of  the  nation;  and  which  was  the  fubje6l 
of  general  approbation  and  joy.  That  it  was  not  a 
lafting  Treaty,  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Britifh  Mi- 
riiftry;  but  that  it  has  been  productive  of  any  evil 
to  the  country,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  difcover — 
that  it  has  wafted  our  ftrength,  impoveriihed  our 
refources,  or  deftroyed  our  unanimity. 

When  you  come  to  bring  your  threatened  ac- 
cufation  againft  Minifters,  remember,  Sir,  that 
we  fhall  expect  fomething  more  than  vague  decla- 
mation and  unmeaning  epithets,  fuch  as  may  pafs 
in  Cobb ett,  and  Lord  Temple,  and  the  Jacobin 
prints.  We  fhall  expect  faffs,  and  proofs  of  faffs. 
In  the  mean  time,  will  you  prefume  to  fay  that  the 
Miniitry  have  done  nothing  ?  Can  you  look  at  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  country,  and  dare  to  make  fuch 
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an  affertion?  The  Miniftry,  it  is  true,  have  not 
to  boaft  of"  negative  fucceffcs;"  they  have  not  to 
boaft  of  the  Netherlands  abandoned,  of  Holland 
drenched  with  Britifh  blood,  of  the  maflacre  of 
Quiberon,  of  St.  Domingo  fattened  v/ith  the  car- 
caffes  of  30.000  Britons. — If  thefe  are  "  the  ener- 
getic exertions,"  this  the  "  efficient  activity"  which 
you  call  for,  miniftcrs  have  no  fuch  to  boaft. 
They  lay  not  their  claim  to  public  approbation  oh 
"  energetic  exertions"  made  without  counfel,  re- 
flection, or  found  political  information  of  the  ftate 
and  the  defigns  of  the  enemy;  on  meafures  of  vio- 
lence where  it  was  not  called  for,  and  of  torpidity 
where  action  would  have  been  ufeful;  on  apeurile 
and  fanguine  zeal,  which  never  calculates  or  com- 
putes, which  never  proportions  the  means  to  the 
end,  nor  confiders  whether  the  end  be  attainable 
or  not.  They  have  to  boaft  that  they  have  roufed 
and  called  forth,  by  fober  and  rational  councils, 
all  the  great  energies  of  this  great  empire;  that  in 
the  fhort  fpace  of  five  months,  they  have  made  fuch 
preparations  as  can  put  to  fcorn  the  menaces  of 
an  enemy  who  has  trampled  on  the  reft  of  Europe; 
that  the  commerce  of  that  enemy  is  already  de- 
ftroyed,  his  country  ruined,  and  his  foreign  pof- 
feftions  falling  one  after  another  into  our  hands. 
This  has  been  effected  without  a  profufion  of  trea- 
fure  and  of  blood ;  and  from  this  glorious  begin- 
ning, I  affert,  that  we  are  warranted  in  our  expec- 
tations, that  neither  the  property  of  the  public  will 
be  lavi/bly  fquandered,  by  a  -prodigal  Government, 
nor  the  lives  of  Englishmen  thrown  away  in  vifion- 
ary  fchemes  and  ill-concerted  expeditions. 

I  mall  not  follow  you   in  your  remarks  upon 
the  ftate  of  Ireland.     Time   will   fhew  whether 
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you  or  the  Minifter  are  right  in  yourprognoftics. 
But,  if  you  extend  your  approbation  of  Mr.  Fox 
to  the  fatal  fyflem,  that  the  lives  and  property  of 
our  Proteftant  brethren  in  that  country  are  to  be 
fubje&ed  to  Roman  Catholic  jurifdiQion,  on  that 
fubjecl:  I  fhall  be  ready  to  meet  you ;  and  I  am 
confident  I  can  prove,  that  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  this  inftance,  has  been  the  falvation  of 
Ireland,  and,  perhaps,  of  Great  Britain  herfelf. 

You  have  made  light  of  our  late  colonial  acquifi- 
tions.  Conquefts  without  bloodfhed,  feem  but  lit- 
tle adapted  to  your  tafte.  If,  however,  as  you  ftated, 
France  and  Holland  are  rich  enough  to  "  throw 
away"  fuch  poffeflions ;  England,  I  am  glad  to  find, 
is  not  rich  enough,  or  foolifh  enough,  to  rejeft: 
them.  The  very  paper  which  contains  your  ex- 
travagant affertion  on  this  fubjecl;,  a  paper  not 
ufually  very  friendly  to  the  caufe  of  Minifters,  now 
lies  before  me.  It  conveys,  at  once,  the  evil  and 
the  antidote  ;  for  it  fpeaks  of  "  the  great  number 
of  veffels,  both  here  and  in  the  out-ports,  already 
taken  up  for  thefe  colonies;"  and  adds,  that  "  at 
leaft  200  fail  of  fhipping  will  be  required  to  bring 
home  the  produce  on  hand,"  Szc.  I  have  heard  of 
fuch  an  expreffion  as  "  perifh  our  commerce :" 
but  I  confefs  I  did  not  feel  any  very  high  refpecl: 
for  the  wifdom  of  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was  em- 
ployed; and  I  am,  therefore,  enough  of  a  plain 
Englishman  to  rejoice  in  fuch  information  as  I 
have  now  quoted. 

The  length  to  which  this  letter  has  already  ex- 
tended, admonifhes  me  that  it  is  already  time  to 
take  my  leave  of  you,  for  the  prefent.  Like  the 
fpeclre,  however,  which  is  faid  to  have  intruded 
on  the  lucubrations  of  a  brother  Philofopher  in 
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former  times,  I  muft  couple  my  adieu,  with  the 
promife  "  thou  fhalt  fee  me  again  at  Philippi — 
aye,  at  Philippi."  On  the  prefent  occafion  I  have 
confined  myfelf  to  the  defence  of  Minifters;  at  a 
future  opportunity,  I  may,  poffibly,  be  called  upon 
to  examine  the  character  and  conduct  of  their  op- 
ponents.    In  the  mean  time,  I  remain,  Sir, 

Your's,  &c. 
London,  Nov.  25.  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER     XIII. 
TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 

COUNTRYMEN    AND    FRIENDS, 

THAT  I  have  not  been  an  unconcerned  fpec- 
tator  of  the  prefent  arduous  conteft,  the  papers 
which  have  already  borne  this  fignature  will 
fufficiently  teftify ;  and  to  thofe  papers  I  might 
confidently  appeal  for  the  truth  of  the  affertion, 
that  my  humble  exertions  have  had  but  one  object 
in  view,  and  that  obje£t  is  the  fafety  and  profpe- 
rity  of  our  country.  The  favourable  reception 
which  I  am  told  thefe  papers  have  experienced  from 
you,  I  muft  cite  as  an  additional  evidence  of  what 
I  affert;  fince  I  cannot  pay  you  fo  ill  a  compliment, 
as  to  fuppofe,  that  you  would  give  your  attention 
to  a  writer  whofe  purpofe  you  were  aware  was  to 
deceive  or  miflead  you.  But  to  put  out  of  the 
queftion  every  perfonal  argument,  and  even  that 
honeity  of  intention  which  I  cannot  but  feel,  al- 
low me  to  fay,  I  wifh  to  addrefs  your  reafon,  and 
not  your  prejudices ;  every  argument  I  advance  I 
would  have  carefully  confidered,  fince  that  con- 
viction only  can  be  lading  which  is  founded  in 
truth. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  furprife  that  the  advocates 
of  party  fhould  endeavour  to  perfuade  you  to  with- 
hold your  confidence  from  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Government.  That  one  writer  in  the  public  pa- 
pers fhould  wifh  to  fee  the  Minifter  fupplanted  by 
Mr.  Windham,  and  another  by  Mr.  Fox,  is  no 
more  extraordinary,  than  that  thofe  Gentlemen 
themfelves  fhould  devoutly  wifh  for  fuch  a  con- 
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fummation.  Nay,  I  will  admit,  there  may  even  exift 
honeft,  independent,  and  difinterefted  men,  who 
may  fancy  that  the  country  can  only  be  fafe  in  the 
hands  of  that  leader  whofe  talents  or  whofe  opini- 
ons they  have  been  accuftomed  to  admire.  I  can- 
not, however,  think  fo  meanly  of  this  great,  this 
enlightened  nation,  as  to  fuppofe  the  talents  of  any 
individual  abfolutely  neceflary  to  its  falvation. 
There  is  no  country  upon  earth  more  fertile  in  ta- 
lents than  our  own;  and  if  even  the  prefent  Ser- 
vants of  the  Crown  were  difmiffed,  I  will  venture 
to  affert,  that  we  could  ftill  find  Minifters  fully  ade- 
quate to  its  prefervation,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  leaders  either  of  the  New  or  the  Old  Oppo- 
fition.  But  there  are  many,  and  to  a  plain  man 
like  myfelf,  cogent  reafons  why  the  prefent  Minis- 
ters fhould  not  be  difmiffed,  and  why  they  fhould, 
on  the  contrary,  have  our  cordial  fupport,  and 
particularly  at  a  crifis  like  the  prefent. 

The  firft  reafon  I  fhall  urge  is,  becaufe  they  are 
his  Majesty's  choice.  No  man  verfed  in  our 
Conftitution,  will  deny  that  it  is  the  undoubted 
prerogative  of  the  King  to  appoint  his  own  fer- 
vants ;  and  unlefs  they  have  proved  themfelves  dif- 
honeft,  unconftitutional,  or  inadequate  to  the 
charge,  it  is  a  reipecr.  which  we  owe  to  one  of  the 
heft  and  moft  upright  of  Sovereigns,  who  can- 
not be  accufed  of  acting,  on  any  occafion,  from  hu- 
mour or  caprice,  to  acquiefce  in  that  appointment. 
But  even  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife,  and  if  there 
were  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  who  had  a 
right  to  objecr.  to  his  Majesty's  choice  in  this  in- 
ftance,  he  muft  have  very  lightly  confidered  po- 
litical affairs,  who  would  haftily  be  defirous  of  a 
change*  It  is  always  for  the  advantage  of  the  na- 
tion, 
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tion,  (and  it  is  particularly  fo  at  the  prefent  period) 
that  the  King  and  his  Minifters  fhould  be  in  per- 
fect accord  with  each  other.  When  a  Miniftry  is 
forced  upon  a  Sovereign,  whatever  may  be  their 
talents,  he  cannot  repofe  in  them  the  fame  entire 
and  implicit  confidence,  as  where  his  choice  is 
free;  and  the  public  bufinefs  muft  be  very  ill- 
conducted  where. there  is  not  the  mofl  perfect  har- 
mony and  confidence  between  the  fupreme  direc- 
tor and  the  inferior  agents  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment. In  fuch  a  crifis  as  the  prefent,  it  is 
more  neceffary  than  ever,  that  nothing  like  referve 
or  diflrult  mould  exift  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty 
towards  the  fervants  of  the  Crown.  A  good  fub- 
ject  would  even  wifh  to  confult  his  Majesty's 
perfonal  feelings  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and  would 
not  bear  to  add  a  fingle  caufe  of  regret  or  uneafi- 
nefsto  the  cares  with  which  his  Majesty  muft  be 
at  this  moment  encompaffed. 

But,  in  the  fecond  place,  the  prefent  Minifters 
ought  not  to  be  difmilTed,  becaufe  they  have  done 
nothing  worthy  of  difmiffal :  on  the  contrary,  they 
have,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  done  as  much  as  hu- 
man wifdom  and  forefight  could  effect,  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  I  defy  the  moft 
determined  Oppofitionift,  new  or  old,  to  bring 
home  to  them  a  fingle  charge  of  omiflion  or  com- 
miflion.  This  is  a  fubject  of  commendation  which 
every  man,  however  private  his  fituation  in  life, 
can  at  once  apply.  When  I  fit  at  my  own  fire- 
fide,  with  my  children,  my  family,  and  my  friends 
around  me,  I  cannot  help  reflecting,  that  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Divine  Providence,  to  the  fpirit  of 
my  country,  and  the  vigour  and  prudence  of  the 
Minifters,  I  am  indebted  for  thefe  bleflings.     I 
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know  not  what  other  men  in  their  fituation  might 
have  done,  but  I  know  what  they  have  effected. 
The  one  is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  conjecture;  the 
other  is  a  certainty,  and  a  certainty  of  a  very  con- 
folatory  nature.  I  know  that  fix  months  fince, 
many  intelligent  and  judicious  perfons  would  have 
thought  the  country  undone  could  a  French  army 
of  forty  thoufand  men  have  made  good  a  landing, 
and  that  now  we  mould  feel  but  little  alarm  if 
three  times  that  force  were  upon  our  fliores.  I 
know,  alfo,  that  the  chances  of  their  being  able  to 
land  were  then  ten  to  one  what  they  are  at  prefent. 
But,  indeed,  this  matter  is  fo  obvious,  that  it  is  be- 
come a  fentiment  rather  than  an  opinion.  There 
is  not  a  man  in  England  who  does  not  now  believe 
the  country  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  fecurity; — and 
have  we  no  obligation  to  the  Ministers  under  whom 
this  has  been  effected  ?  Was  no  capacity  or  talent 
evinced  in  making  thefe  arrangements;  or  no 
judgment  in  adopting  the  moft  effectual  meafures 
among  the  multitudes  that  might  have  been  fug- 
gelted  ?  A  facl  will  always  fpeak  for  itfelf,  and 
will  defy  the  logic  even  of  Mr.  Windham.  The 
facl  is,  the  country  was  fuppofed  to  be,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  was  really  in  danger;  it  is  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  no  longer  in  danger;  and  I  feel  that  thole 
who  have  taken  us  out  of  the  one  fituation,  and 
placed  us  in  the  other,  are  deferving  of  our  confi- 
dence and  fupport. 

There  are  fome  among  us,  I  am  aware,  who  ima- 
gine that  no  perfon  is  qualified  to  be  a  Firft  Mi- 
nifter  of  this  country,  who  is  not  a  fine  orator. 
What  the  talents  of  the  prefent  Mincers  may  be 
in  this  refpecl  I  know  not,  nor  indeed  do  I  care. 
I  judge  of  Statefmen  by  their  meafures,  and  not 
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by  their  loquacity.  I  know  of  an  old  and  homely 
proverb  to  this  effect,  but  I  will  not  quote  it.  Yet 
let  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  elo- 
quence. On  the  contrary,  I  admire  it.  Oratory- 
is  difine  art-,  fo  is  poetry,  fo  is  mufic  :  but  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  fole  end  of  each  is  tntertam- 
tnent.  I  will  cheerfully,  therefore,  fubferibe  to 
the  doctrine,  that  it  is  very  lawful  to  have  fine  ora- 
tors to  entertain  us  ;  but  I  will  not  facrifice  any 
thing  fubftantial  to  the  mere  circumftance  of  hav- 
ing my  ears  tickled  with  fafcinating  founds.  As 
foon  would  I  think  of  entrufting  a  man  at  this  cri- 
tical period,  wifh  the  command  of  the  Britiffi  Ar- 
my? merely  becaufe  he  had  written  a  fublime  and 
beautiful  poem;  or  of  making  another  Lord  High 
Admiral,  becaufe  he  enchanted  me  with  his  mufi- 
cal  powers;  as  advife,  that  a  perfon  fhould  be  en- 
trufted  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  as  Minifter, 
merely  becaufe  I  was  delighted  with  his  eloquence. 
I  have  read  a  little  hiftory,  and  I  know  what 
orators  have  done.  The  Athenians  had  orators 
for  their  rulers;  but  Philip  had  flatefmen  and 
warriors  for  his  Minifters.  It  is  a  fact  upon  re- 
cord, that  Philip  encouraged  the  Athenian  ora- 
tors, becaufe  he  knew  they  would  facilitate  his 
defigns;  and  that  they  would  wafte  that  time  in 
debating  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  action. 
Demosthen  es,  the  greateftof  them  all, was  a  blun- 
derer in  council,  and  a  coward  in  the  field.  Ci- 
cero himfelf  (and  where  fhall  be  found  a  Cice- 
ro?) was  a  very  indifferent,  wavering,  timid,  in- 
confiftent  ftatefman;  and  fell  at  laft  the  dupe  of  a 
man  who  never  pretended  to  eloquence.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  never  heard  that  Richelieu,  or 
Sully,  or  De  Witt,  or  Marlborough,  were 
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orators :  the  firft,  indeed,  had  a  Grange  fancy  to 
be  thought  a  poet;  but  nobody  would  ever  have 
made  him  a  Minifter  of  State  for  his  poetry.  In 
our  own  country,  I  never  have  feen  any  beneficial 
effects  refulting  from  this  entertaining  art;  but  I 
have  often  feen  it  impede  and  embarrafs  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Government.  I  have  feen  thirteen  colo- 
nies harangued  a  way  by  certain  fine  Orators  in  both 
Houfes ;  and,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  fome  of  thofe 
very  Orators  now  conftitUte  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  the  New  Oppofition. 

So  much  for  Orators;  and  may  they,  as  well 
as  their  auditors,  hereafter  (lumber  in  peace  !  But, 
in  the  third  place,  I  think  the  prefent  Minifters 
ought  to  be  fupported,  becaufe  their  temper  and 
habits  are  correfpondent  with  the  temper  and  ha- 
bits of  the  people  whom  they  are  appointed  to  go- 
vern. It  is  an  old  maxim,  and  becaufe  it  is  vulgar,  it 
does  not  follow  thatitmuft  be  falfe,  "  that  English- 
men may  be  led,  but  not  driven."  Nothing  can  be  fo 
little  in  harmony  with  the  fpirit  and  character  of 
this  nation,  as  a  haughty,  imperious,  violent,  or  ir- 
rafcible  Adminiftration. — However  pure  their  in- 
tentions, their  meafures  are  invariably  afcribed  to 
a  predile&ion  for  arbitrary  power,  and  that  is  what 
Englifhmen  will  not  endure.  One  violent  and 
hafty  expreffion  from  that  truly  great  man,  Sir  Ro- 
bert  Walpole,  loft  him  all  his  popularity;  and, 
to  quote  an  inftance  ftill  more  in  point,  though  I 
think  highly  of  Mr.  Windham  in  fome  refpe&s, 
yet,  after  what  he  has  faid  of  the  Volunteers,  can 
any  man  in  his  fenfes  believe  that  they  would  bear 
him  as  a  Mjnilter?  I  would  almoft  lay  it  down  as 
a  maxim,  that  it  would  be  fafer  fometimes  to  err 
with  the  people  (provided  the  error  were  not  a  ra- 
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dical  and  fatal  error),  than  to  be  right  in  direct  hof- 
tility  to  all  their  prejudices  and  feelings.  This  was 
ftrorigly  experienced  with  rcfpeft  to  the  famous 
Jew  Bill;  and  the  unfortunate  James,  perhaps, 
loft  his  Crown  more  from  counteracting  the  rivet- 
ted  fentiments  and  ancient  opinions  of  the  Britifh 
nation,  than  from  what  he  did  that  was  aftually 
bad  and  unconftitutional.  I  would  not  be  under- 
stood to  fay,  that  fome  parts  of  the  conduct  of  this 
Monarch  were  not  actually  illegal  and  wicked;  but 
I  am  much  miftaken,  if  thefe  were  what  moft  im- 
mediately contributed  to  his  downfall.  Now  the 
prefent  Minifters  have  had  the  good  fortune  (let  us 
ufe  this  word  for  the  prefent  to  avoid  difpute)  to 
conciliate  the  affections  of  the  -people.  The  people 
wifhed  for  peace,  and  they  gave  it  to  them ;  again, 
when  the  country  was  infulted  and  menaced,  the 
infultwas  refented  by  the  Minifters,  and  they  were 
glorioufly  fcconded  by  the  fpirit  of  the  people. 
Even  ftrong  meafures  have  been  enforced  by  them 
in  a  gentle  and  perfuafive  tone;  and,  to  difclofe  a 
fccret,  which  muft  one  clay  come  out,  cffential  as 
thefe  meafures  were  to  our  national  fafety,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  manner  in  which  they  were  intro- 
duced to  the  public,  they  would  never  have  been 
borne.  I  may  be  miftaken,  but  yet  I  can  con- 
ceive an  Adminiftration  (and  one  not  deftitute  of 
talents)  under  which  fuch  an  immenfe  naval  force 
as  four  hundred  and  fixty-nine  (hips  of  war,  would 
not  have  been  fo  expedkioufly  manned  and  equip- 
ed  without  murmur  or  tumult;  a  body  of  twenty- 
rive  thoufand  Sea  Fencibles  enlifted  to'  ferve  their 
country  gratis ;  and  a  Volunteer  force  of  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  added  to  our  regular  (landing 
army.     Granting  that  this  was  efFe&ed  chiefly  by 
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addrefs;  ftiil  to  have  the  addrefs  to  eflFeclfuch 
things  is  no  contemptible  talent;  and  a  Miniftry 
who  could  do  all  this,  and  keep  the  people  in  good 
humour,  is  not  to  be  defpifed. 

Laftly,  I  affert,  that  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
deferve  our  fupport  for  their  truly   conft it ut tonal 
conduSf  upon  every  occafion.     It  is  no  mean  con- 
folation  to  feel  affured,  that  our  laws  and  conftitu- 
tion  are  in  fuch  hands  as  will  not  violate  or  abufe 
them. — May  I  never  fee  a  Minifter,  who  will  plead 
for  M  a  vigour  beyond  the  law."     He  may  be  fuit- 
ed  to  the  meridian  of  France  or  Germany,  but  he 
never  will  do  for   Great  Britain.     The  credft  of 
Mr.  Fox  was  utterly  deftroyed  by  his  attempting 
to  fport  with  "  Chartered  Rights," though  all  agreed 
that  fome  meafure  was  ncceffaiy  for  the  regulation 
of  India;  and  many  thought  his  plan  not  excep- 
tionable. In  this  view  I  give  great  credit  both  to  the 
Britifh  and  the  Irifh  Government,  for  their  confti- 
tutional  proceedings  with  refpecf  to  the  criminals 
engaged  in  the  late  rebellion.     It  mufthave  been 
much  more  fatisfaclory  to  the  country,  perhaps 
more  fatisfaciory  even  to  the  fufferers  themfelves, 
that  their  punifhment  mould  be  the  refult  of  a  le- 
gal trial  before  a  Jury  of  their  countrymen,  than 
of  the  fentence  of  a  Court-Martial. 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  reafons,  my  countrymen, 
why  I  think  we  are  all  of  us  interefted  in  the  fup- 
port of  his  Majesty's  prefent  Government,  and 
why  we  fhould  not  be  milled  by  the  fenfelefs  and 
interefted  clamours  of  party.  If  I  had  ever  heard 
one  found  argument  againlt  the  Adminiftration,  I 
folemnly  proteft  I  would  not  have  paffed  it  by  un- 
noticed. But  I  have  feen  or  heard  nothing  as  yet 
Fa  on 


on  this  fubjeft  but  unmeaning  epithets,  vulgar  and 
groundlefs  abufe  and  declamation,  fuch  as  I  am 
perfuaded  your  good  fenfe,  fo  far  from  encou- 
raging, will  fcarcely  endure. 

London,  Dec.  26.  VALERIUS. 
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LETTER  XIV. 
To  the  VOLUNTEER  ARMY  of  ENGLAND. 

gentlemen,  London^  Jan.  20. 

IT  was  my  determination,  fome  weeks  ago,  to 
have  withdrawn  myfelf  entirely  from  public  no- 
tice, and  to  have  ceafed  to  trouble  the  readers  of 
this  Paper  with  my  fpeculations  on  political  fubjefts. 
When  I  commenced  this  feries  of  letters,  the  times 
were  very  different;  fuch  as,  in  my  opinion,  called 
for  the  exertions  of  every  friend  to  his  country, 
however  humble  might  be  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained of  his  own  abilities.  The  glorious  and  pa- 
triotic fpirit  manifefted  by  the  whole  Britifli  na- 
tion, and  by  you,  Gentlemen,  in  particular,  has 
materially  altered  the  afpe&  of  the  public  affairs. 
I  feel  that  I  am  no  longer  wanted;  and  I  am  now 
induced  only  to  depart,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  from 
the  refolution  I  had  formed,  by  the  indignation 
which  I  cannot  but  feel  at  the  unwarranted  charges 
fo  invidioufly  brought  forward  againfi  a  body  of 
men,  to  whom  every  loyal  fubjeQ;  of  his  Majesty 
muft  acknowledge  himfelf  perfonally  indebted. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  publicly  de- 
claring that  you  have  been  bafely  and  fcandaloufly 
treated.  That  defperate  faction  who  would  fell  their 
country,  trample  on  their  King;  who  would  invite 
the  enemy  to  our  mores;  and  (from  my  heart  I  be- 
lieve,) would,  to  promote  their  felfifh  ends,  endea- 
vour to  give  him  pofleffion  of  the  kingdom  ;  that 
faction,  Gentlemen,  have  done  their  utmoft  to  vili- 
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fy  and  defame  your  laudable,  your  honeft,  your 
difinterefted  exertions  for  tbe  public  fecurity.  And 
why  ?  Why  are  they  thus  rancoroufly  and  malig- 
rnntly  bent  upon  creating  diffatisfaftion  among 
you?  Why?  But  becaufe  they  perceive,  that,  un- 
der the  Divine  Providence,  you  have  been  inftru- 
mental  infaving  the  nation,  and  thus  defeating  their 
own  perfidious,  I  had  almoft  faid  traiterous,  de- 
figns. 

I  fhould  be  forry,  however,  to  fee  you,  from 
this  circumftance,  in  any  degree  difcouraged.  Op- 
pofition  from  the  ill-difpofed  is  as  much  to  be  ex- 
pected as  commendation  from  the  good.  If  this 
party  defame  you,  it  is  only  what  they  have  done 
by  every  other  branch  of  the  public  fervice,  which, 
in  this  awful  crifis,  has  contributed  to  the  fafety  and 
the  profperity  of  the  State.  They  have  done  it  by 
the  Admiralty;  they  have  done  it  by  the  whole  of 
his  Majesty's  Minifters,  while  they  have  been  la- 
bouring with  the  fame  zeal  by  which  you  are 
prompted,  for  the  general  good,  and  employing 
the  mod  efficacious  means  for  defeating  the  pro- 
jects of  an  inveterate  enemy. 

The  objections  which  have  been  brought  againft 
you,  Gentlemen,  both  in  Parliament  and  out,  may 
be  reduced  to  five.  iff  The  exemptions  from  the 
militia  ballot,  to  which  you  have  become  entitled 
from  the  fervices  you  now  perform.  2d.  The  in- 
ftitution  of  committees  for  the  regulation  of  your 
affairs.  3d.  The  election  of  officers  by  the  refpec- 
tive  corps.  4th.  The  incapacity  of  enforcing  at- 
tendance upon  drills.  And,  lafllv,  The  want  of 
order  and  military  obedience.  All  thefe  I  fhall 
endeavour  briefly  to  examine.  In  treating  of  them, 
I  fhali  ufe  the  freedom  of  a  real  friend;  and  any 
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ftriclures  which  I  may  find  it  neceffary  to  admit 
upon  your  conftitution  or  your  conduct,  will,  I 
fear  not,  be  received  with  that  candour,  which  pu- 
rity of  intention,  and  fincere  and  tried  regard,  have 
a  right  to  challenge. 

In  addreiTing  you,  Gentlemen,  I  confidermyfelf 
as  addreiTing  men  actuated  by  the  bed  motives,  by 
the  founded  principles;  as  men  who  have  mad^ 
great  facrifices  to  a  pure  and  difinterefted  love  of 
your  country;  as  men  who  will  iiand  recorded  in  hif- 
toryas  actuated  by  an  heroifm  unfulliedbya  crime, 
untarnifhed  by  any  thing  bale  and  unworthy;  as 
men,  in  fine,  whofe  example  (in  fpite  of  the  ma- 
lignity of  a  wretched  fa&ion)  will  form  the  boaftof  * 
your  pofterity;  as  men,  therefore,  who  will  bear 
to  hear  the  truth,  and  be  difpofed  to  profit  even 
from  the  cenfures  of  their  enemies. 

Your  adverfaries  and  ours,  the  adverfaries  of 
their  King  and  country,  have  endeavoured  to  af-- 
fail  you  by  an  infinuation,  which  could  only  ori- 
ginate in  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  minds  (judging 
of  you  by  themfelves.)  u  that  you  engaged  in  this 
fervice  only  to  fcreen  yourfelves  from  a  feverer 
duty,  that  of  being  called  upon  to  ferve  your  coun- 
try in  the  militia."  This  calumny  has  been  anf- 
wered,  and  nobly  and  generoufly  anfwered,  by  the 
Minifter  himfelf.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  I 
can  affirm,  as  to  the  majority  of  you,  that  the 
fir  ft  idea  of  exemption  which  entered  your  minds, 
was,  when  you  heard  it  from  the  mouths  of  vour 
defamers.  But,  with  refpecl  to  the  exemptions,  1 
inuft  fay,  they  are  only  your  due,  your  right,  your 
inheritance.  Your  country  would  have  treated 
you  molt  ungeneroufly  had  it  not  made  this  con- 
ceffion  to  vour  merits.  A  man  cannot  ferve  hi* 
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country  at  once  in  both  capacities;  he  cannot  be  at 
once  a  volunteer  and  a  militia-man.  If,  therefore,  a 
volunteer  force  be  neceffary  or  conducive  to  the 
fafety  of  the  nation,  let  the  fervices  be  diftinQ;  let  the 
lazy,  the  felfifh,  the  factious,  thofe  who  can  make  no 
facrifice  but  upon  compulfion,  let  them  contribute 
to  a  compulfory  fervice.  I  care  not  how  hard  it 
preffes  upon  them.  The  law  exempts  from  the 
militia  ballot,  the  aged,  the  infirm,  and  thofe  who 
have  infant  families  to  maintain.  Let  thofe  who 
have  none  of  thefe  excufes  to  plead,  and  who  had 
neither  fpirit  nor  patriotifm  to  enrol  themfelves, 
when  their  country  called  upon  them  by  every 
motive  for  its  defence ;  let  them  furnifh  the  ftipu- 
lated  quota  which  the  law  requires.  Here,  indeed, 
Gentlemen,  lies  the  fecret  of  one  motive  by  which 
a  certain  Party  is  induced  to  abufe  you.  They 
find  that  you  are  exempted,  and  themfelves  are  not; 
they  envy  you  for  poffeffing  advantages  which  they 
have  not  merited;  and,  while  you  have  volunta- 
rily embraced  hazards  and  inconveniencies,  the 
very  chance  of  which  they  would  wifh  to  decline, 
they  exclaim,  that  they  are  hardly  treated,  becaufe 
the  number  is  reduced  from  which  the  fele&ion  for 
the  militia  is  to  be  made. 

On  the  fecond  topic  your  enemies  would  have 
more  right  to  enlarge,  could  the  charge  be  fubftan- 
tiated  in  the  manner  they  wifh.  Nothing,  certainly, 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  controul  milita- 
ry arrangements  by  the  vote  of  a  committee,  many 
of  whom  may,  perhaps,  not  be  even  in  the  ranks. 
But  while  Committees  confine  themfelves  altoge- 
ther to  the  regulation  of  pecuniary  matters,  and  to 
the  furnifhing  of  adequate  fupplies  for  the  expen- 
ces  of  the  corps,  they  are  not  only  harmlefs  but 
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ufeful.  I  would,  however,  wifh  and  advife,  that 
as  jthe  inftitution  of  Volunteer  Corps  is  an  effort 
the  moft  honourable  to  the  country  that  ever  has 
been  made,  nothing  like  a  ftigma,  or  reflexion, 
fliould  be  fuffered  to  reft  upon  it.  In  fuch  an  in- 
ftitution I  would  even  avoid  all  appearance  of  evil. 
I  would  therefore  recommend,  that  not  only  the 
Committees  fhould  be  placed  under  the  reftric- 
tions  I  have  intimated  as  to  their  functions,  but 
that  thefe  functions  fhould  be  even  indicated  by 
the  name,  and  that  the  Committees  fhould  here- 
after be  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Committees 
of  Supply ',  or  Committees  of  Finance,  or  Treafurers 
Committees,  or  any  other  denomination  which 
would  remove  the  fufpicion  of  fuch  Committees 
interfering  in  matters,  where  it  is  the  general  opi- 
nion they  mould  not  interfere.  I  do  not  affert, 
that  it  is  poffible  to  reduce  the  Volunteer  Army  of 
England  to  the  ftandard  of  a  regular  army,  nor 
perhaps  is  it  neceffary  ;  but  certainly  the  more  you 
can  be  affimilated  to  a  regular  army,  the  greater 
perfection  you  will  attain ;  the  greater  will  be  your 
honour,  your  utility,  your  perfonal  fafety ;  for  the 
perfonal  fafety  of  every  individual  in  a  corps,  is  in- 
volved in  the  perfection  of  difcipline  which  the 
corps,  as  a  body,  may  have  attained. 

Unfortunately  for  human  nature,  no  art  has  been 
more  ftudied  than  the  art  of  war;  and,  as  men  of 
tranfcendent  talents  have  given  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  it,  no  art  has  been  brought  to  higher  per- 
fection. That  perfection  you  fee  in  the  great  re- 
gular armies  of  Europe.  It  is  there  effected  cer- 
tainly by  a  fyftem  of  force  and  coercion ;  but  I 
cannot  be  of  opinion  that  force  and  coercion  will 
do  more  on  any  occafion  than  voluntary  efforts, 
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jn  which  the  heart  and  the  wifhes  of  the  party  are 
engaged.  What  the  individuals  conftituting  a  re- 
gular army  do  by  force,  you  will  do  by  your  free  will 
and  confent ;  and  if  you  are  actuated  by  a  proper 
fpirit  (fuch  as  I  think  I  perceive  in  the  Volunteers 
in  general),  there  is  no  reafon  why  you  may  not 
attain  a  degree  of  excellence  very  little  fhort  of 
that  poffefled  by  the  moft  regular  army  in  Europe. 
The  third,  the  election  of  your  officers,  is  a  very 
delicate  topic;  I  moft  fincerely  wifh  any  plan  could 
be  devifed  for  preventing  at  once  the  evils  of  po- 
pular elections,  and  conciliating  the  minds  of  the 
refpective  corps.  Speaking  with  the  utmoft  can- 
dour and  impartiality,  I  fee  almoft  infuperable 
objections  to  the  fyftem  of  popular  election. 
In  great  ftates,  and  where  the  liberties  of 
men  are  to  be  preferved,  it  is  neceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  this  fyftem,  and  no  Government 
can  be  free  which  is  not  a  reprefentative  Go- 
vernment, But  the  fyftem  of  popular  election 
fhould  never  be  reforted  to,  where  it  can  with 
fafety  be  avoided.  It  gives  a  great  fcope  to  in- 
trigue ;  and  the  moft  diftioneft  man,  who  will  fa- 
crifice  moft  to  the  humour  of  the  electors,  is  gene- 
rally the  favourite  and  fuccefsful  candidate.  In 
cafes  where  the  matter  is  contefted,  the  whole  of 
the  lojing  party  are  naturally  difgufted,  and  thefe 
difgufts  too  often  end  in  irreconcileable  feuds  and 
quarrels.  I  much  fear  that  no  army,  not  even  a 
Volunteer  army,  could  long  exift  with  the  fyftem 
of  popular  elections.  There  are  certainly  many 
objections  to  the  fyftem  of  regular  fucceffion  byfe- 
niority,  yet,  in  this  cafe,  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
the  fafeft  to  which  to  recur.  In  the  original  ap- 
pointment of  Officers,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  moft  eligible  perfons  were  chofen  to  the  chief 
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ranks,  the  next  beft  to  the  fecond,  and  fo  in  fuc- 
ceftion.  If,  therefore,  on  a  vacancy  occurring, 
a  regular  promotion  were  to  take  place,  from  the 
vacant  office  down  to  the  ranks,  I  conceive  the 
evils  of  difcontcnt  and  difTatisfa&ion,  would  be 
completely  obviated;  or  if  it  be  found,  that  by 
law  the  appointment  be  vefted  in  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, on  the  recommendation  of  the  Colonel,  or 
other  officers,  I  hope,  for  the  fatisfa&ion  and  peace 
of  the  corps,  fome  iiich  order,  as  that  I  now  recom- 
mend, will  be  adopted:  and  that  on  every  occa- 
fion  the  promotion  will  be  made  within  the  corps. 
Fourthly,  If  you  are  to  be  made  foldiers,  a  re- 
gular mode  of  inftru&ion  mult  be  purfued,  and  an 
affiduous  attendance  upon  drill  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  You  have,  in  general,  inflituted  fines  for  the 
enforcement  of  attendance.  I  have  feen  fome- 
thing  of  the  management  of  Volunteer  Corps,  and 
in  all  the  inftances  which  I  have  obferved,  I  have 
found  reafon  to  applaud  the  judgment  and  liberal- 
ity of  the  Officers,  both  in  enforcing  the  fines  where 
there  was  no  excufe,  and  in  difpenfing  with  them 
on  proper  occafions.  The  caufe  is  fo  truly  ho- 
nourable, that  I  confefs  I  fhould  wifh  to  fee  it  cha- 
racterized by liberality  in  every  inftance,  and  as  lit- 
tle di (graced  as  poffible  by  paffion  or  pevifhnefs 
on  either  fide.  Confidering  the  importance  of  the 
fervicc,  I  fhould  hope  no  volunteer  foldier  would 
willingly  omit  the  opportunities  which  are  afforded 
him  for  inftruclion ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  this  omif- 
iion  muft  tend  to  render  him  inferior  in  the  ne- 
ceflary  qualifications  to  his  brother  foldiers,  and 
muft  therefore  leffen  and  degrade  him  in  their 
eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others.  I  would  rather 
fee  you  made  good  foldiers  by  emulation  than  by 
force.     On  the  other  hand,  I  think  that  legitimate 
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excufes  ought  to  be  liberally  admitted,  fince  it 
was  never  meant  that  the  duties  of  a  Volunteer 
fhould  abforb  all  others,  even  thofe  which  a  man 
owes  to  a  family,  for  whofe  fubfiftence  he  is  bound 
to  provide. 

From  the  enforcement  of  the  fines,  another  un- 
fortunate queflion  has  arifen,  "  the  right  of  refig- 
nation."  As  this  is  a  fubjeft  of  legal  difcuffion, 
it  would  be  indelicate  in  any  man  not  immediately 
called  on,  and  especially  if  not  of  the  legal  pro- 
feffion,  to  anticipate  its  decifion.  As  to  the  refult, 
I  confefs  I  am  very  eafy:— fhould  the  determina- 
tion, contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  General  Defence 
Ad,  admit  of  the  refignation  of  enrolled  and  at- 
tefted  Volunteers,  I  know  you  zvillnot  rejign.  There 
is  a  tribunal  higher  than  thofe  of  Weftminfter-Hall, 
the  Court  of  Honour.  The  infamous  incen- 
diary (the  tool  of  the  defpicable  fa&ion  to  which 
I  have  alluded)  has  endeavoured  to  ftigmatize 
you  as  cowards.  I  know  you  will  not  give  him 
any  advantage  over  you;  I  know  you  will  feel  a 
pride  in  refuting  his  infamous  calumnies;  and 
mould  the  Volunteer  fyftem  undergo  a  legiflative 
revifion,  I  trult  a  regulation  will  be  adopted  limit- 
ing the  term  of  your  fervice,  and  prefcribing  the 
neceifary  notice  to  be  given  of  an  intention  to 
refign. 

The  laft  charge  which  is  brought  againft  you  is  a 
heavy  charge  indeed;  were  it  not  that  your  fellow 
fubjecls  throughout  the  kingdom  mult  be  convinced 
that  it  is  mofl  uujuji.  That  infubordination  has  ex- 
ifted  to  any  extent  in  the  Volunteer  Corps,  I  do  not 
believe.  It  is,  indeed,  the  pride  of  our  country  that 
it  has  not:  fhew  me  the  inflance  of  an  army 
of  four  hundred  thou/and  men,  exifting  in  any  coun- 
try, 
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try,  or  in  any  circumftances,  for  eight  months, 
without  the  controul  of  martial  law,  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  mutiny !  A  ftory  has  been  pro- 
duced in  the  common  weekly  vehicle  of  libels, 
and  I  am  forry  to  have  feen  it  copied  into  more 
refpeclable  fources  of  public  intelligence.  You 
will  perceive  I  allude  to  a  tranfaclion  which  is  faid 
to  have  taken  place  at  Chefter.  I  have  no  he  no- 
tation in  pronouncing  it,  in  direct  terms,  an  ijifa- 
mons  falfehood,  at  lealt,  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
isftated;  and  my  confidence  in  this  alfertion  is 
founded  folely  on  the  character  of  the  paper  in 
which  it  firft  appeared.  So  notorioufly  unprinci- 
pled indeed  is  this  publication,  that  its  affirmation 
upon  any  fubjecl  amounts  to  exaclly  the  fame  as 
the  moil  fatisfaclory  negative  evidence  that  can  be 
produced  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  Till,  therefore, 
I  fee  the  tale  corroborated  by  fome  better  evidence, 
I  mult,  reafoning  on  a  principle  which  never  yet 
has  failed  me,  believe  it  falfe* 

I  mult  hope,  however,  that  this  inflance  of  the 
promptnefs  of  your  adverfaries  to  calumny  and  de- 
traction, will  fuffice  to  put  you  effectually  on  your 
guard.  When  you  find  any  ill-difpofecl  perfons 
endeavouring  to  provoke  ftrife  and  diffatisfadion 
among  you,  regard  them  as  the  emiffaries  of  that 
wicked  faction,  who,  by  degrading  you,  would 
deprive  your  country  of  its  defence,  and  would 
betray  both  the  nation  and  the  King  to  the  com- 
mon enemy.  After  fuch  a  warning,  I  molt  ear- 
neftly  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  any  indication  of  a 
diforderly,  much  lefs  of  a  mutinous  fpirit,  among 
the  Volunteer  defenders   of  their  country ;  and 

with 

*  Since  this  Letter  was  received,  our  Correfpondent's  opinion 
has  been  confirmed  by  authentic  teftimony,  and  even  the  libeller 
has    been  obliged  to  retract.     Editor. 
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with  this  wifh,  as  fincerely  as  fervently  expreffed, 
I  bid  you  affe&ionately  farewell. 

VALERIUS. 

P.  S.  Though  foreign  to  the  general  purpofe  of 
this  letter,  permit  me  to  recommend  a  matter  to 
your  ferious  confideration,  as  I  cannot  but  think 
it  of  great  national  importance.  As  confiderable 
numbers  of  yon  are  pra&ifed  in  firing  at  a  target, 
permit  me  to  recommend,  in  the  metropolis  efpe- 
cially,  the  forming  one  or  two  companies  in  each 
regiment,  compofed  of  the  very  heft  mark/men^ 
who  may  occafionally  act  as  'Tirailleurs  or  Rifle- 
men, The  drill  drefs  of  the  London  regiments, 
with  the  addition  of  a  green  feather,  or  no  feather  at 
all,  will  conftitute  a  very  good  uniform  for  this  pur- 
pofe; and  the  common  mufket  will  anfwer  every  end, 
unlefs  you  mould  find  it  convenient  to  exchange 
the  pieces  of  thefe  companies  with  Government, 
for  others  fomewhat  lighter.  The  rifle  bore  is  of 
no  confequence.  It  is  unneceffary  to  tell  you, 
that  the  Americans  owed  all  their  principal  fuc- 
cefies  to  their  rifle  companies ;  and  the  moft  fplen- 
did  of  the  French  victories  were  gained  chiefly  by 
the  activity  of  their  Tirailleurs. 


THE  END, 
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